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Unit 1: The gender gap

[1.1] Listening, Exercise 2

Jurgen: 
I’ve just had enough! Can’t you see I’m busy? Every night it’s the same…

Tracey: 
Now, listen … I’ve had a really long day at the office and I really want to see the match. Is that such a terrible thing? I like to watch the footy now and again.

Jurgen: 
Oh, that’s right? You hardly ever watch a match, do you? No, every night it’s football with you … we never talk any more, do we?

Tracey: 
So what? I’m tired. This is just my way of relaxing. I mean, tell me … what the hell have you done all day?

Jurgen: 
Well, listen, if you’d really like to know … I’ve done the washing, the cooking, the ironing, and I’ve just come back from the shops … you know, that kind of thing … and right now I’m making your dinner – in case you hadn’t noticed … I know you always think it appears by magic…

Tracey: 
Big deal! I don’t call that real work. I’m just fed up of this – God! … You never have anything nice to say, do you? You should hear yourself sometimes, you know … it’s so depressing!

Jurgen: 
Listen, just try and be reasonable, will you, Tracey?

Tracey: 
I’m the one who has to get up every day and go out to work and earn us a living … to come home tired out just to hear you whinge…

Jurgen: 
Right, that’s it … If you want to watch the football … you can make your own dinner tonight … I’m going out … Or do you think I don’t have a social life? … Well, let me tell you I also like to go out from time to time…

Tracey: 
Fine … it’s up to you … What’s the point of you being here if you’re just going to moan anyway?

Jurgen: 
Well, if that’s how you feel … I know who’ll be on the sofa tonight. I’m off!

Tracey: 
What a relief!

[1.2] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

1 I’ve just had enough.

2 This is just my way of relaxing.

3 I’ve just come back from the shops.

[1.3] The Real Thing, Exercise 5

1 I’m just going out to the shops.

2 Don’t worry. It’s just a window slamming.

3 I just can’t wait any longer.

4 The match has just finished.

5 There was just enough time.

[1.4] Listening, Exercises 1, 2 and 3

Good evening, everybody, and welcome to ‘Meet the Stars’. Tonight, we have with us a very special woman and something unique to celebrate. Yes, it’s not every day that she gives radio and TV interviews. I’m sure she needs no introduction but just in case, here’s a short career history to get you thinking about who she might be… Like Yoko Ono, this woman has become almost as famous as her husband. More than the wife of an ex-president, she is now one of the most respected politicians in America.

Born in Illinois, USA, on 26th October, 1947, she spent her childhood in Park Ridge and loved sports. Her parents encouraged her to study hard and pursue any career that interested her. As an undergraduate at Wellesley College, she mixed academic experience with school government. In 1969, she entered Yale Law School where she met Bill, a fellow student. He often recalls how they met in the library when she came up to him and said, ‘If you’re going to keep staring at me, I might as well introduce myself’. The two were soon inseparable.

She followed her heart to Arkansas, where she and  Bill taught together at the Law faculty of the University. Their daughter, Chelsea, was born in 1980. She served as Arkansas’ First Lady for 12 years, working on the national Health Care Reform. As First Lady of the United States, she won many admirers for her support of women around the world and her commitment to children’s issues. She was elected United States Senator for New York in 2000. She is the first First Lady to be elected to the United State Senate and the first woman elected state-wide in New York. She announced her intention to stay for a second term in the Senate in 2004 and was re-elected in 2006 with 67 per cent of the vote. It was onwards and upwards for her as she started to prepare for the presidential campaign of 2008, stating, ‘I’m in it to win it!’ Having been initially ahead of the other Democratic candidates towards the end of 2007, she was overtaken by Barack Obama and finally announced the end of her campaign in June 2008, while still giving full support to Obama. Heard enough? Well, I’m sure you don’t need me to tell you who it is, do you? Yes, here she is in the studio, it’s…

Unit 2: Home alone

[2.1] Listening, Exercises 3 and 5

Clara: 
Here, I like to keep things clean and simple. I have hardly any furniture … The rest of my house is completely different – the whole place is a mess, there’s loads of junk everywhere, but at the end of the day I need to be surrounded by nothing – you know, nothing on the walls at all because I have so much stress in my job – I need to keep this clear otherwise I would go crazy. I love the white walls – they make me feel really calm and relaxed. The peace always sends me to sleep. Coming in here is a form of meditation…

Richard:
It’s all got to be really co-ordinated. In fact, the whole thing has been carefully thought out with regard to colour, you won’t believe it … The blue bedspread goes with the yellow cupboards and the abstract painting on the wall … I love that painting, actually … I love sitting in bed and looking at it. I’m going to put a couple of photos on the other wall, I think … I don’t like any clutter so there’s just a wardrobe for my clothes, a coffee table and a bedside table and that’s it … very neat and tidy, like me!

Alex: 
My bedroom’s a complete mess. I can never find anything because there’s too much junk … and my clothes are all over the floor, but I don’t care ‘cos nobody comes in here except me. The whole point is to be comfortable and there’s no way I’d feel at home in a clean, tidy room. My favourite thing would have to be my hi-fi system, although you probably can’t see it there underneath all the junk … Anyway, it’s there next to all the CDs … I always fall asleep listening to music … and I love my bed of course … though it’s not very big or comfortable and it’s always unmade – still, I just hate to get out of it in the mornings … The only problem is there’s not enough space in here, so I can never get any work done – it’s just for sleeping really…

Beverly: 
I’m a real extrovert and I think that’s reflected in my room – it’s got plenty of bright colours, you know … which many people wouldn’t like, and lots of different fabrics – that seated figure under the table I got in India I love … and that box under my bed comes from Nepal … and all the ethnic furniture I’ve got, I love that whole hippy thing … and here I’ve got a few things I’ve found on my travels. The light is from Morocco. I love it ‘cos when I come in here I really feel that I’m entering my own private world – it’s full of memories of places I’ve been and the good times I’ve had … I think it’s quite feminine, too – I don’t know why…

[2.2] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

a) The whole place is a mess.

b) The whole thing has been carefully thought out.

c) The whole point is to be comfortable.

d) I love that whole hippy thing.

[2.3] The Real Thing, Exercise 4

1

Man: 
I told you before I’m not interested in any more of your lies…

Woman: 
I didn’t lie to you…

Man: 
Yes, you did … The whole thing about going to the cinema was a lie … really, you met him, didn’t you?

Woman: 
How dare you say that … the whole thing is a figment of your imagination!

2

Man: 

I just want my money back, that’s all.

Travel Agent: 
So, what was the problem, then?

Man: 

Well, it was just a nightmare from start to finish … For a start, the room was dirty and there wasn’t any hot water in the shower…

Travel Agent: 
That I can explain…

Man: 

And the food was disgusting … I mean the whole thing was awful…

3

Brother 1: 
She’ll never guess … It’ll be a complete surprise…

Brother 2: 
We’ve got to make sure that she has no idea…

Brother 1: 
…OK. I’ll get the cake and candles and all the booze … if you keep her away from the flat, OK?

Brother 2:
 Fine … She’s got no idea, has she?

Brother 1: 
No, the whole thing’ll be really funny…

[2.4] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

You should have seen my flat before going to IKEA. It was a real mess, I can tell you. I basically bought everything new. In fact, I think I bought too many things; that’s the trouble half the time, you forget what you’ve bought. First of all, I really love the parquet, because the floors were really cold before and now it’s dead warm. I can walk around barefoot and when I get a couple of rugs it’ll be just perfect. That coffee table I regret … There’s just not enough space for it in the room, you know … it’s hard to tell that kind of thing when you see it all flat-packed in cardboard. The blinds were a good buy, there were loads of different types so it was hard to choose, but I think I made the right decision. The bookshelves were a nightmare to put up and I can fit plenty of books on them, which is great … before they were all stacked up in piles. The chest of drawers is great although there are too many drawers in fact, and I forget where I’ve put things.

[2.5] Reading & Listening, Exercise 4

Saskia: 
So, Nicola, what do you think of the flat?

Nicola: 
I love it, it’s just what I was looking for.

Saskia: 
So now, just a few questions, if you don’t mind…

Nicola: 
No, no. That’s OK.

Saskia: 
Do you smoke?

Nicola: 
Afraid so … about a packet a day…

Saskia: 
Oh, I see…

Ivan: 
And do you like cats…?

Nicola: 
Well, yes, you know I can live with them, yeah…

Ivan: 
Fine, and what are you studying…?

Nicola: 
Well, I’m 29 now and in my last year of Architecture, it’s taken me a long time…

Saskia: 
Oh, that’s interesting…

Ivan: 
Oh, what kind of music are you into?

Nicola: 
Listen … I hope this won’t be a problem, but I have to tell you that I’m a big heavy metal fan, actually…

Saskia: 
Ah…

Ivan: 
Still … and what else do you like doing in your free time?

Nicola: 
I’m a telly addict…

Saskia: 
Sorry?

Nicola: 
I love watching TV … It’s a great way of relaxing for me … You know, I use it as a way of getting to sleep, in fact…

Saskia: 
Do you have many friends?

Nicola: 
Oh, yes … and I simply love to have people round for dinner, you know, and some drinks afterwards, I like to entertain!

Saskia: 
OK … right, and one more thing…

Nicola: 
Yes?

Saskia: 
Are you looking for somewhere long term or just for a few months?

Nicola: 
Oh, just for a short while really, until I work out what I want to do with my life, you know…

Ivan:
OK, Nicola, that’s fine for now, we’ll be in touch…

Nicola: 
Right, well, thanks for that … I really love the flat, you know…

Saskia: 
So, David, what do you think of the flat?

David: 
I love it, it’s just what I was looking for.

Saskia: 
So now, just a few questions if you don’t mind…

David: 
No, no. That’s OK.

Saskia: 
Do you smoke?

David: 
Oh, no … I can’t stand it … I’m really anti-smoking.

Saskia: 
Oh, I see…

Ivan: 
And do you like cats…?

David: 
Well, yes, I do … although I prefer dogs…

Ivan: 
Fine, and what are you studying…?

David: 
Well, I’m studying Economics … One day, I hope I’m going to make lots of money, that’s the idea anyway…

Saskia: 
Right … I see … So you’re quite ambitious, then?

David: 
I suppose I am, yeah…

Ivan: 
Oh, what kind of music are you into?

David: 
I love classical music, but in fact I’ll listen to anything, within reason…

Saskia: 
Ah…

Ivan: 
Still … and what else do you like doing in your free time?

David: 
I like reading, so ideally I’d like to live in a quiet place, if you know what I mean … You know, I like to keep myself to myself, I don’t have too many friends, to tell the truth.

Saskia: 
I see, right … Anything else you’d like to tell us about yourself?

David: 
Well, to be honest … I’m a terrible cook … I live on pasta and rice, you know – a typical student…

Ivan: 
Oh, that doesn’t matter…

Saskia: 
So, David, that’s fine for now, we’ll be in touch, OK?

David: 
Right, well, thanks for that … I really love the flat, you know…

[2.6] Reading & Listening, Exercise 5

I: Ivan S: Saskia

Ivan: 
In the end, we chose David. He wasn’t ideal but there was nobody else who we interviewed that we liked … and we were desperate…

Saskia: 
But we really regret it now, don’t we? It’s been an absolute nightmare…

Ivan: 
Now, don’t exaggerate, OK?

Saskia: 
He’s really anti-social, he stays in his room all day reading … it’s really terrible…

Ivan: 
That’s true. He never comes and sits with us…

Saskia: 
I don’t understand it … It’s like he feels superior to us or something…

Ivan: 
I mean, at least he’s clean – that’s one good thing I suppose…

Saskia: 
Well, that’s true. He doesn’t leave his dirty underwear around…

Ivan: 
But I’d rather have someone who was messy and at least a bit interesting…

Saskia: 
And the food he makes is disgusting … I’d like to share meals with him but it’s impossible – he only eats frozen rubbish…

Ivan: 
And then sometimes he takes our food without asking, which is really cheeky.

Saskia: 
And he frowns on us when we smoke dope, as if he were the adult and we were the kids…

Ivan: 
The other day I caught him kicking one of the cats … poor thing…

Saskia: 
I didn’t know that … that’s terrible!

Ivan: 
Well, at least he’s going soon. There’s only six weeks left…

Saskia: 
That’s true, not long to go now.

Unit 3: Body matters

[3.1] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3
Tracey: 
Do you sigh every time you look in the mirror? Are you sick of that huge nose or Dumbo ears? You might think you’re too young or too poor to try for a cosmetic surgery operation – well, you’re wrong. I’m Tracey Mitchell and in the studio tonight I have with me Dr Marius Stern from Rotterdam in Holland. He works in the largest clinic of its kind in Europe and he’s here to tell us more … Hi there … Marius … how are you?

Marius:
Very well, Tracey…

Tracey: 
… So what can you tell us about these operations then? Are they a real possibility for young people…?

Marius:
… Well, Tracey, of course it depends on the operation … but more and more young people are beginning to have operations … Teenagers already lead the way in rhinoplasty…

Tracey: 
What’s that then?

Marius:
Well, it’s what is commonly known as a nose job…

Tracey: 
Really? … All right … OK, so if I had a massive nose then and wanted to change it for a new one, how much would it cost me…?

Marius:
Again, it depends a little bit on the new nose … but somewhere between 2,000 and 4,000 euros…

Tracey: 
I don’t call that very cheap…

Marius:
Well, yes … I know … but then you get a beautiful new nose for the rest of your life…

Tracey: 
OK … Although sometimes there are accidents, aren’t there? I mean look at Michael Jackson … No, seriously, what other operations are common then?

Marius:
Well, a lot of people have their ears done, you know, that’s very common with kids and young men … that we can do for as little as 900 euros, so … that’s good value I think … But of course the most common operation is mastoplasty…

Tracey: 
Sorry…?

Marius:
Breast reduction or enlargement … prices start at 3,000 euros, but they’re getting cheaper all the time. Another operation which is almost exclusively for older women is liposuction…

Tracey: 
Right, what do you exactly do for that? I’ve always wanted to know!

Marius:
Well, we extract fat from the thighs and knees especially, you know fat accumulates there because we have a very sedentary life and eat lots of fatty foods … Now, that’s quite good value, prices start at about 1,200 euros … a cheaper operation is to remove fat from the chin … this is very good value at only 750 euros … In fact, men have this done sometimes … as fat accumulates for them in different places there and in the belly and the lower back…

Tracey: 
Yeah, but I can’t see my boyfriend having his belly done. I actually quite like it.

Marius:
And another thing … for about the same price … around 1,000 euros, you can make your cheekbones perfect … like Julia Roberts or Leonardo Di Caprio … high cheekbones are still very much in fashion and both men and women have this done…

Tracey: 
Well, that all seems very good value … now … if I’ve got a bit more money to spend, what do you suggest?

Marius:
Well, there’s the traditional facelift that treats everything … that can cost you up to 6,000 euros but you’ll look truly amazing…

Tracey: 
By the way … an important question … are there any real risks involved with these operations, Dr Stern?

Marius:
Well, listen … there’s always a risk that your new nose or whatever is not going to look exactly as you wanted it … but then the confidence it can give you is incredible … don’t you think?

Tracey: 
Thank you, Marius … maybe you can give me some advice later on what I should change … hey?

Marius:
You look lovely just as you are Tracey…

Tracey: 
Ooh, what a flirt!

[3.2] The Real Thing, Exercise 3

1

A: Are you going to wear the black or the grey jacket?

B: I can’t decide … what do you think?

A: The grey, the black’s a bit depressing for a wedding…

B: OK, then … the grey it is, then … hey, by the way … what did you buy them in the end?

A: Nothing, I think I’ll just give them a cheque…

2

A: On Saturday we’ll arrive at about two, check into the hotel … have lunch in a really nice restaurant I know … and then take a look around the town…

B: Great, I’ll sort out all the tickets…

A: Oh, by the way, Patrick won’t be able to come; he’s done his back in again…

B: Oh no, well it’ll just be three of us then…

3

B: So what about the meeting, boring as ever?

A: True, but this time there was some really good news. The boss is really happy with everyone, looks like we’re going to make record profits…

B: … Well, let’s hope our bonuses go up too!

A: You bet … oh and by the way… Christmas dinner at the Ritz this year!

B: The Ritz … we must be doing well…

[3.3] Zoom in, Exercise 4

1 He’s so demanding. He always gets his way.

2 He lost his way in the snow and they had to rescue him.

3 The only way to pass that exam is to study really hard.

4 

A: Are you going to that meeting on Saturday?

B: No way! It’s the weekend!

5 

A: So, whose fault is it?

B: In a way, I think it’s mine.

6 

A: I’ve been waiting for the bus for ages.

B: It’s always the way, isn’t it?

[3.4] Practice, Exercise 3

A: You should always wear a seatbelt.

B: Should? You must! It’s the law.

A: And you shouldn’t drink and drive.

B: Shouldn’t? You absolutely mustn’t! It’s incredibly stupid and dangerous.

A: And you mustn’t talk on your mobile when you’re driving.

B: That’s right. It’s against the law, too.

A: And you should be courteous to other drivers.

B: Yes, that’s a good idea. Not always possible, unfortunately.

[3.5] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3
Lecturer:
Today’s presentation will be given by Dr Laura Wylie, who is going to talk about allergies. I know Dr Wylie has done a lot of research into the subject so please pay attention and ask any questions afterwards.

Dr Wylie: 
Thank you. Well, today I’d like to talk about the increase in allergies. Almost a third of the population believe they suffer from allergies. Although some of these people are wrong, everyone agrees that hayfever, eczema, asthma and so on are far more common nowadays. So, why is this? So that I don’t confuse you, I’ll divide the talk into six parts. I’ll stop after each part so you can take notes, OK?

One. 

There are various theories as to why more people are suffering from allergies these days. Firstly, our obsession with dirt could be responsible for the increase. We read about ‘killer bugs’ in the newspapers and then we see adverts on TV for products which claim to kill all known germs. So we go out and buy these products in order to wipe out ‘dangerous bacteria’. However, some doctors believe that a certain level of dirt and bacteria is good for us, particularly during childhood when the immune system is developing and learning to protect us against infection.

Two. 

These days our children are being vaccinated against a wider range of diseases. While some of these are serious, many are minor illnesses that were once considered a normal part of childhood. Some alternative practitioners believe that childhood illnesses help to ‘train’ the immune system so that it can cope with illnesses later in life. However, this view is not accepted by most of the medical profession, and it is difficult to prove. 

Three. 

Developments that make life more comfortable have also led to an increase in allergies. With the invention of air conditioning and central heating, dust mites and moulds, which are responsible for most allergies, have an ideal environment in which to survive. It is also claimed that increased use of mobile phones and other gadgets can cause rashes, fatigue and headaches. 

Four. 

It has been suggested that the immune system reacts to some harmless substances because they have been contaminated by environmental pollution: for example, the immune system does not recognise food if it has been contaminated with tyre rubber, so it attacks it. This does not explain, however, why New Zealand, which is relatively unpolluted, has one of the highest incidences of asthma in the world.

Five. 

The pace of 21st-century life is getting faster: A recent survey found that many of the young people interviewed said they were prepared to sacrifice their health to achieve success at work and to have a family life. These pressures can lead to stress and allergies. Prepackaged, processed foods, too much alcohol, too little fresh air and exercise are all responsible for making the problem worse. 

Six. 

Finally, what we eat can also bring on allergies. The modern diet is high in calories, but low in important nutrients. Our soil is losing minerals and if these minerals aren’t in the soil, then they can’t be in plants, and so are not available in the food we eat either. People are also eating more processed food, which is low in nutrients.

So, in conclusion, there is probably no simple answer to why the number of allergy sufferers keeps rising. Fortunately, although we may not know why people suffer we are still able to detect problems and help people get better.

[3.6] Vocabulary, Exercise 3

1 brain 

2 heart 

3 kidneys 

4 liver 

5 lungs

6 muscle 

7 blood 

8 bone

Flashback 1

[F1.1] Vocabulary & Speaking, Exercise 2b

Leo: 
We’ve just finished decorating the whole house and the room I’m really thrilled with is the sitting room – it’s my absolute dream.

Sam: 
What’s it like?

Leo: 
Well, it’s really light and airy. We’ve got a huge picture window looking out onto the garden, and on the wall opposite there are bookshelves where we’ve put the books, stereo and CDs. There’s hardly any furniture, just two armchairs and a small coffee table in front of them, a rug from India and loads of cushions on the floor, so when we have parties people can sit on them. I hate carpets so the floor’s parquet and best of all…

Sam: 
Yes?

Leo: 
…there’s a fireplace, so in winter we can lie on the floor in front of it.

Sam: 
What about curtains? Have you gone for lots of colour?

Leo: 
No, we’d run out of money so we’ve still got the blinds which were there when we moved in.

Sam: 
It sounds great. When are you having the housewarming?

[F1.2] Listening, Exercise 1a

When people are trying to decide whether to have cosmetic surgery, there are lots of factors that make them feel afraid and guilty. The average cosmetic surgery patient thinks for about four years before making a decision. I’m going to examine the six major guilt factors.

1 We should accept what nature gave us. We are taught as children that beauty is only skin deep and what is inside a person is more important. We should be happy with what we have and not try to change it.

2 Vanity is bad. We think that wanting to look better is wrong and we think that we may be punished by the operation not being successful.

3 It’s an extravagant use of money. We feel guilty because there are so many people in the world who have nothing, not even enough to eat, and we’re thinking of doing something that will only make us look better.

4 Cosmetic surgery is dishonest. Our new attractiveness will be false, and people will think we are not who we seem to be.

5 The media monster. We think we shouldn’t be influenced by photos in magazines and

beautiful young models. No one looks like that in real life!

6 What will people think? We want to be taken seriously and be seen as intelligent people so how can we justify something that seems so superficial?

Unit 4: Controversy

[4.1] Listening, Exercise 1

Iris: 
I’m 83 years old and I’ve lived in the same street for 55 years. In all that time I’d never had a spot of bother … until last year. This group of local teenagers started terrorising the old people in the area. They’ve shouted at us, called us names and broken our windows. They even threatened me with a big stick! These kids are so disrespectful! I blame the parents. They’re so irresponsible! But there’s no way I’m going to let them push me out of my own home! I’m going to fight back!

Jack: 
Well, yeah, me and my mates buy cheap alcohol from the off-licence and go and get drunk in the park. But what else is there to do round here? Nothing, that’s what! We used to go to the youth club at the community centre but they closed it down. Now we get the blame for everything. If they want to blame someone, how about the guy who sells us the alcohol in the first place. That’s illegal, too!

David: 
Some people say it’s an art form. Well, not when it’s a rude word sprayed all over your car, it’s not. When you live on a street like this full of expensive cars, you expect a bit of damage. But these hooligans targeted every single car on the street, spraying the same obscene word on each one. How unimaginative! I’m looking at about £2,000 to fix mine! I can’t even drop my kids off at school now. It would be totally inappropriate to expose young children to this sort of language.

Louisa: 
Oh, look at that! Next door are dumping stuff outside again! I told them last week that the bin men come on Fridays but they completely ignored me – they’re so impolite! It just makes the street look such a mess. I’ve a good mind to ring the council and report them … although he’s a very big man, the guy from next door, isn’t he? Who knows what he might do if he found out it was me who reported him … He’s coming out now! Oh, lovely! He’s letting his dog do its business on the pavement! Some people!

[4.2] Listening, Exercises 1 and 2

Presenter: 

Hello, I’m Louise Noble, and welcome to Profile. On today’s programme we have with us David Klein, chairman of the South African Naturist Federation. Welcome David, it’s great to have you with us…

David Klein: 
It’s great to be here.

Presenter: 

Well, David. I’m sure our listeners would love to know a little more about you.

David Klein: 
Sure, fire away! 

Presenter: 

Let’s start from the beginning, shall we? You’re a well-known name here in Cape Town, but you’re not from here originally, are you? Where were you born, actually?

David Klein: 

Well, I was born in Johannesburg, but now I live in Cape Town, of course. I’ve been here most of my adult life, in fact.

Presenter: 

OK, well … I suppose the most important question to kick off is … What is a naturist? There may be some listeners who may not be familiar with the term.

David Klein: 

OK, a naturist is a person who feels comfortable without clothes, and the naturist movement is in favour of there being more places where you can be without any clothes and not have any problems. Usually a beach, or a pool or a hotel where you go naked all the time without fear.

Presenter: 
Why did you choose naturism?

David Klein: 

I don’t know, naturism gives you a great sense of freedom, I’ve always thought so.

Presenter: 
So, when did you start being a naturist? And how?

David Klein: 

Good question! Well, I started when I was about 21. I was lucky, my parents were also naturists, so they had taken me on naturist holidays. You know, I couldn’t understand why other people might think that something so natural could be shocking … so I became chairman of the SANF…

Presenter: 
Have you had any problems with the authorities, over the years?

David Klein: 

Of course. It’s not easy here, as you know, there are very few official naturist beaches and resorts. It’s a struggle … I’ve been in and out of a prison cell more times than I can remember!

Presenter: 

OK, so … how many times have you been arrested, then, if you don’t mind me asking!?

David Klein: 

Oh, no … let me see … I’ve been arrested five times for public nudity … and another time for organising a nudist march through Cape Town city centre…

Presenter: 

Well, I can see that it hasn’t discouraged you. I hear you’re very busy right at the moment on new campaigns. What are you working on now?

David Klein: 

Well, right now I’m working on a campaign for more naturist beaches on the South African coast, you know … to get them to be made official. Because there are quite a few places where you can sunbathe in the nude, but they are not official…

Presenter: 

I see. Maybe that’s because not many people like the idea of taking off their clothes in public … What happens? Are we just too embarrassed?

David Klein: 

Well, of course, people feel embarrassed to go nude. That’s normal. But hey, we’re not trying to force people to do something against their will. But there just have to be more facilities for those who want to be naturists … there are only a couple of official beaches on the whole of the South African coast, that is ridiculous. Then there’s the opposite extreme; look at Germany, there about half of its inhabitants go regularly to nudist beaches; in Denmark clothed beaches are the exception!

Presenter: 

Amazing … Finally, what would you say to people who would like to try naturism?

David Klein: 

Mmm … I would say, ‘lose your fear, try it! There’s really nothing better!’

Presenter: 
So if we do all that, where should we go?

David Klein: 

Make a trip down to Sandy Bay alongside Llandudno, you know, further down the coast a bit … that’s the best place to go … in Cape Town.

Presenter: 
Great … I’ve noted that down! Thanks, David for coming in…

David Klein: 
Thanks to you, Louise.

[4.3] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

1

Woman:
Hello, I’m Wendy…

Man:
Hi, my name’s Gary. So, how do you know Max, then?

Woman: 
I work with him. I’m his personal assistant.

Man:
Oh, I see. So … do you like your job?

Woman:
Yeah, it’s OK…

Man:
And … how much do you earn doing that?

Woman: 
Oh, the salary’s not too bad…

Man:
I bet you like Max, don’t you?

Woman:
Sorry?

Man:
I said … I bet you really, really like Max, don’t you?

Woman:
Just mind your own business!

Man:
Sorry, I’m just very nosy … that’s all.

2

Woman:
Well, I think the situation is unsustainable, I mean … it’s impossible to buy a house these days; the prices are just ridiculous, aren’t they? That’s why I’m still renting this one.

Man:
Yeah, it’s better to buy, but you’re right, who can afford it?

Woman:
It’s all the government’s fault…

Man:
Well, I’m not so sure about that…

Woman:
Well, then, who did you vote for at the last election?

Man:
The Socialists of course, I always vote Socialist.

Woman:
Oh really?

3

Girl: 
Aren’t you enjoying yourself?

Boy: 
Not really, no. I don’t know anybody here…

Girl: 
You probably haven’t drunk enough! Don’t you want to have a dance?

Boy: 
A dance?

Girl: 
Yeah … you know, you and me… dancing together…

Boy: 
Oh no, I don’t do that, you know.

Girl: 
What’s the problem, Michael? Don’t you like me?

Boy: 
No, it’s just…

Girl: 
Are you gay? Is that it?

[4.4] Practice, Exercise 1

1 Could I ask you how old you are?

2 Would you mind telling me what party you vote for?

3 I’d like to know if you have a girlfriend or not.

4 I was wondering if you have ever taken drugs.

5 Can you tell me how much your flat cost?

[4.5] Takeaway English, Exercise 2

1

A: Eh, this is a non-smoking compartment … put your cigarette out!

B: Sorry!

2

C: Eh! Turn that telly down, will you! I can’t hear myself think.

D: OK, you don’t need to shout!

3

E: Got the time?

F: Sorry?

E: Got the time, mate?

F: Yeah, it’s nine o’clock exactly.

4

G: Have you got a pen?

H: Sorry?

G: Have you got a pen I can borrow?

H: Oh no, I haven’t. Sorry.

G: Oh, typical…

[4.6] Takeaway English, Exercise 3

1

A: Do you think you could put your cigarette out? This is actually a non-smoking compartment.

B: Oh, of course. Sorry about that!

2

C: Would you mind turning the TV down? I can’t concentrate on this work.

D: Sure, no problem.

3

E: Could you tell me the time, please?

F: Oh yes, certainly, it’s nine o’clock exactly.

E: Thanks.

4

G: Is it OK if I borrow your pen?

H: Sure, go ahead.

G: Thanks; it’s just for a moment. There you go, thanks.

[4.7] Listening, Exercises 3 and 4
Interviewer: 
Good afternoon and welcome to ‘Whose job is it anyway?’. Today we have with us in the studio a former film censor, Mike Everton, who is going to talk to us about his job. Hello, Mike.

Mike:

Hello, everyone.

Interviewer: 
First of all, can you tell us how you got into film censorship?

Mike:

Well, I joined the British Board of Film Classification in 1994. At that time there were new laws following the murder of a three-year old boy, which was linked to the horror film Child’s Play 3. The law required the Board to consider the harmful effects of a film on society in the treatment of drugs, horror, sex, violence and crime. I applied for the job out of curiosity after seeing an advert. I needed a job in London, the money was reasonable, I loved film and was interested in the effects of the media.

Interviewer: 
So it seemed like the perfect job! And how did you feel about being a censor at first?

Mike:

Well, to be honest, part of me was embarrassed to be a censor. It went against my values and opinions. You see, I’d been teaching Drama and English before I got into censorship and believed I was fairly open-minded. As a teacher I considered young people to be intelligent and able to make their own individual choices. Most of my colleagues at the Board had been in social work, psychology, journalism and education and felt the same way.

Interviewer: 
Interesting. So what does the job involve exactly?

Mike:

Well, basically, watching films for five hours a day, three-and-a-half days a week. They were a mixture of TV dramas and comedy, action thrillers, children’s material, foreign language films and pornography.

Interviewer: 
And did you enjoy the job?

Mike:

Well, people assume that it must be a glamorous job, but actually I found it boring, isolating and depressing. Imagine watching soap operas or Barney the purple dinosaur for hours on end! And imagine the embarrassment of watching pornography with virtual strangers!

Interviewer: 
How awful! So how did the job affect you?

Mike:

Good question – I’m frequently asked if I was affected by the job. Of course I was! I reached a point where being stuck in a room for five hours a day watching the worst examples of popular culture drove me mad! We would play games in the viewing room to avoid boredom. Spot the bad guy, predict the ending, complete the dialogue…

Interviewer: 
So why did you resign?

Mike:

Well, in the end, I resigned because … and there was no point in denying it … the job just wasn’t related to the real world. The public may, in theory, support censorship, but in practice people make their own choices. When will we trust adults to choose for themselves? When will we credit children and young people with the ability to watch critically?

Interviewer: 
Well, thank you for talking to us today, Mike…

[4.8] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

I reached a point where being stuck in a room…

And there was no point in denying it…

[4.9] The Real Thing, Exercise 3

1

A: I really think everyone belonging to that political party should lose their jobs. Would you like your children to be taught by someone with those beliefs?

B: I see your point, but isn’t that what democracy is all about, being free to express your opinions?

2

C: So why did you leave London, then? I thought you loved it!

D: Well, I did, but it got to the point where I just couldn’t afford to live there anymore. I was really struggling just to get by.

C: Yeah, I know the feeling … and it can be pretty stressful, too, at times.

D: I know what you mean!

3

E: Where was I? Where were you, you mean! I waited there for an hour like an idiot! I definitely said 8 o’clock outside the Odeon.

F: No, you didn’t! You said outside the Showcase. I wouldn’t have gone there otherwise, would I?

E: Whatever! I know I said the Odeon!

F: Look, there’s no point arguing about it. It was a misunderstanding. Let’s just forget about it and go and see the film later in the week … at the Showcase!

Unit 5: Best days of your life

[5.1] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Ulrike: 
The teacher I remember the most clearly was Mr Teh. He was Japanese and taught us Chemistry. He was very small and couldn’t keep order – the whole class was a real nightmare from start to finish, actually, and we never learned anything. But I hated it because I was a really good girl and didn’t like it when the other kids messed around. I always used to get terrible marks in science subjects and blame teachers like Mr Teh. Anyway, the funny thing is that now I’m really interested in Chemistry and am thinking of doing a course!

Paul: 
My favourite subject at school was PE – Physical Education, that is … Well, it was the only thing I was any good at, to be honest. Our teacher was Ms Swinton. It was amazing having a female PE teacher … I suppose I fancied her because she was tall and dark. Anyway, I have a lot to thank her for, because she was so enthusiastic and really tried to get everyone to enjoy it, even those kids who weren’t very good at sport. Anyway, I haven’t looked back since. I got a grant to study PE in the US … I did a degree in it and I absolutely love it. Now I am a PE teacher myself in a primary school.

Sylvia: 
Let me see … I do remember one guy who taught us, Mr Harrison his name was. It was secondary school, I was about 14 and he taught us Geography. I really liked Human Geography … you know, learning about population and cities and stuff like that, but he only ever taught us Physical Geography – which I thought was really boring and not at all useful and I never paid attention in class. I always got good marks in the exams, though. Anyway, he got thrown out in the end. You know why? Well, he was a bit of a dirty old man, to tell you the truth, and one day he touched my friend’s bottom and that was it … he was out! He certainly deserved it, anyway!

[5.2] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

1 Anyway the funny thing is that now I’m really interested in Chemistry.

2 He certainly deserved it, anyway!

3 Anyway, he got thrown out in the end.

[5.3] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

1 Although it was difficult she tried anyway.

2 I didn’t know what to do … So anyway, I decided to phone the police.

3 Anyway, that’s about the whole story … what do you think?

4 … so be careful next time … Anyway, as I was saying, there are two important things to consider…

[5.4] Listening & Speaking, Exercises 1 and 2

Jonathan: 
I’ve been a big fan of this website since the start. I log on to Facebook at work. I love it because it really distracts me from my job, which is dead boring most of the time. Anyway, after I’ve been working for a few hours and I’m really tired, I log on and see if anyone has left me any messages. Months go by and there’s nothing, but then, out of the blue, you get a response. I’ve met loads of people from my school days this way. Perhaps the biggest surprise was hearing from Carrie, my best friend at school when we were really little. She used to sit next to me, you know, at primary school. I suppose I remember her because I had a crush on her … you don’t forget your first love! Then, when we were about ten, our parents sent us to different schools and we completely lost touch. Anyway, it turns out she’s had an interesting life. She got married and went to live in Australia, then that all ended … you know, some kind of nasty break-up … and she came back here to live in Manchester a few years ago, and now she’s a lab technician. Anyway, it turns out that she’s been living round the corner from me for the last five years and I had no idea. I couldn’t believe it when I found out we were neighbours. Of course I didn’t recognise her at first, because it’s been so long, you know. But it’s amazing. Although 30 years have gone by, there are some things about her that haven’t changed – she’s still very shy. I still find her really attractive as well and it’s weird, but I think she still likes me. We’ve arranged to go out together a few times and sometimes it’s strange because you think, ‘Why are we doing this?’ … but it’s a wonderful feeling to be back in touch. It’s crazy after 30 years, but in some ways, it’s nice to be a kid all over again.

Erika: 
You know, everybody’s talking about Facebook right now. I didn’t really want to join, but in the end I did anyway. To be honest, I’ve only logged on a few times, but I’ve already met one or two friends, especially from secondary school. Of course, the first person to get in touch with me was Barry Fisher. We went out with each other when we were 16, he was my first boyfriend, you know. You don’t forget those times because at that age everything in your life is changing, inside you start experiencing new things. Anyway, he hasn’t changed a bit – still as arrogant as ever. It’s amazing how people fundamentally don’t change. They might go and live in other countries and do other jobs, but when you meet them 20 years later, they don’t surprise you. I mean, take Barry for instance. He always was really lazy at school and never wanted to compete. He always got really bad marks. Anyway, of course, now he’s 35 and he’s never settled down; in fact, he still lives with his mum … and it turns out he’s been traveling round the world for years, you know, bumming around, which is just typical of him. Well, we met while he was back home for a few weeks over Christmas and, of course, he tried it on with me like he always used to! I’m not interested in any of that now, though … I’m married with two kids, so you see I’ve got other priorities. Anyway, Barry told me that some other schoolmates are going to meet up in London over the New Year for a party, so I might go to that and see who else is there. I’m a bit sceptical about the Facebook thing, though. I suppose if you have lost touch with someone, there’s a reason for it. Well, that’s what I think, anyway. Still, you can’t help but be curious. In fact, there is someone I’ve been trying to get in touch with for ages. His name’s Daniel Cohen. We went to the same Jewish school but no one seems to know anything about him, which is a shame.

[5.5] Listening & Speaking, Exercise 4

Jonathan:

1 Anyway, after I’ve been working for a few hours and I’m really tired, I log on…

2 Although 30 years have gone by, there are some things about her that haven’t changed…

Erika:

3 To be honest, I’ve only logged on a few times…

4 …and it turns out he’s been travelling round the world for years…

[5.6] Listening, Exercise 1

Exams! The very mention of the word makes me feel ill! I’ve never worked well under exam pressure, I must admit. I try to be sensible about my revision techniques, but it never seems to work.

The first thing I do is tidy my desk before making a start. To be honest, it’s a bit of an avoidance strategy! Anyway, once my desk is in order, the next thing I do is make a detailed timetable of which subjects I’m going to study, on which days. I also plan how long I’ll spend on each one & how much I should get done. But unfortunately I never seem to stick to this! I normally end up finding something much more interesting to do, like watching telly. I sometimes get a few mates round for a revision session, but more often than not we get distracted and start chatting or playing computer games!

So in the end I usually leave everything till the last minute, which isn’t good, even though the pressure means I finally get some work done. When it gets to the night before the exam, I’m usually in a complete panic and end up staying up all night studying. One time I fell asleep on the bus on the way to the exam centre and was late for the exam! Nightmare!

The thing that really gets me about exams is the timing. I always work out how much time I’ve got for each question then end up spending far too long on the first question and have to rush through the rest. I really hate it when you come out of the exam room and everyone starts saying, ‘What did you put for number two?’ It just stresses me out so I avoid everyone, go straight home and try not to think about it until the results come out!

Unit 6: Screen test

[6.1] Listening, Exercises 1 and 2

1 I’d never seen it and we didn’t have anything to do one night, so we went to the DVD rental place and took it out. Well, I don’t know what the fuss is all about. Everyone said, ‘Oh, you’ll love it! It’s got the tragic love story between the hero and heroine and it’s based on a true story’. But I just though it was too long and boring and, of course, you know what’s going to happen in the end, don’t you?’

2 You can’t really compare it to the book. The film doesn’t have the magic of the book at all … it’s just too nice and fancy, and they even changed the plot as well. I mean, the special effects are amazing, the way they recreated the different creatures, the battles, the palaces and castles… The scenery is stunning too ’cos it was shot in New Zealand and the performances are fantastic. But after all the rave reviews, I was really disappointed.

3 All his films are the same aren’t they? I mean, there are the baddies and the blonde bimbos and there’s always a conspiracy, you know, a plan to destroy planet Earth and the like, and he always wins and he always gets the girl. But who cares? Sometimes, it’s great to watch mindless entertainment. And this one was really good, and I loved the soundtrack, especially that Madonna song, didn’t you?

4 I mean, it’s really original, like the first one. Normally I don’t like sequels much, but this was just as good as the first one, I mean, it had everything – action, suspense – you know, you’re on the edge of your seat the whole time and there are moments which are really scary. And Anthony Hopkins is just superb!

5 What did I think of it? I don’t know what to say; it’s typically English, lots of people laughing at other people in embarrassing situations. I thought Renée … er … what’s-her-name was really good though, really believable, but I didn’t like the script much. Overall I preferred the novel, I think.

6 I loved it! It was just a complete fantasy from start to finish. And the soundtrack and special effects were incredible. Richard Gere’s still gorgeous, isn’t he, and the role is perfect for him – he’s a great singer and dancer! All the cast were superb, in fact. I already want to go and see it again.

[6.2] Takeaway English, Exercise 1

1

Kevin: 
Isn’t there anything good on the telly tonight, then?

Linda: 
Wait a sec, I’ll just have a look.

Kevin: 
Anything’ll do … I feel like chillin’ out, you know.

Linda: 
There’s something foreign on Two…

Kevin: 
Where’s it from?

Linda: 
It’s French, I think.

Kevin: 
Oh, no – I don’t fancy that…

Linda: 
Well, there’s a Bond movie on.

Kevin: 
Which one?

Linda: 
Erm … hang on a sec … Goldeneye.

Kevin: 
Aaaah, they always put that on, don’t they?

Linda: 
Well, what shall we watch, then?

Kevin: 
I don’t know, surprise me!

2

Christian: 
Hey, can you talk?

Maria:
Yes, but be quick.

Christian: 
Listen, I’m here at Blockbuster. What DVD should I get?

Maria:
I don’t mind. Have they got the new Brad Pitt one?

Christian: 
No, I’m afraid they’re all out.

Maria:
Well, get the latest Will Smith one, then.

Christian: 
Hancock? Yeah, OK, I quite like the look of that. What’s it about, anyway?

Maria:
A superhero, I think. Should be a good action movie.

Christian: 
OK, are you sure you don’t want the Indiana Jones one instead?

Maria:
No, I’ve heard the ending is a bit silly.

Christian: 
OK, I’ll get Hancock. Shall I get a bottle of wine, too?

Maria:
Yeah, why not? We’ll have a nice night in.

Christian: 
Right, then. I’m up for that!

3

Claire: 
Mike?

Mike:
Hi, Claire.

Claire: 
What are you up to?

Mike:
Nothing much. Why?

Claire: 
Do you fancy going to the cinema tonight?

Mike:
Oh, I don’t know. I’ve got so much work to do. Why? Is there something good on?

Claire: 
Well … do you fancy seeing the new Woody Allen film?

Mike:
Hmm. I’m not sure. I’m not his biggest fan. Where’s it on?

Claire: 
At the Playhouse.

Mike:
So who’s in it? I mean, apart from him?

Claire: 
Scarlett Johansson, I think.

Mike:
Well, listen, can I call you back? I’ve got to finish this work and then I’ll see.

Claire: 
OK. Speak to you later.

Mike: 
Bye!

[6.3] Takeaway English, Exercise 3

1

Linda: 
Well, what shall we watch then?

Kevin: 
I don’t know, surprise me!

2

Christian: 
What’s it about, anyway?

Maria:
A superhero, I think.

3

Claire: 
What are you up to?

Mike: 
Nothing much. Why?

4

Claire: 
Do you fancy going to the cinema tonight?

Mike: 
Oh, I don’t know. I’ve got so much work…

5

Mike: 
Where’s it on?

Claire: 
At the Playhouse.

6

Mike: 
So who’s in it?

Claire: 
Scarlett Johansson, I think.

[6.4] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

1 Get the latest Will Smith one, then.

2 Right then, I’m up for that.

3 I’ve got to finish this work and then I’ll see.

[6.5] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

1 Let’s watch the news first and then you can have the remote control. Is that fair?

2 Right then … ssssh … are there any questions or shall we end the meeting there?

3 

A: I don’t really fancy staying in tonight.

B: Well, let’s go out for a drink then.

[6.6] Listening and Speaking, Exercises 2 and 3

Are you tired of shouting at your telly because your favourite soap character is about to make a huge mistake? Well, now you can really get involved in the scandals and problems of the ‘Wannabes’. 

Filming has begun for a brand new BBC drama. Wannabes is about a group of 20-something wannabe writers, pop stars and celebrities living in the seaside town of Brighton. Told over 14 short episodes, the series follows the characters as they pursue their ambitions and dreams. It might sound like a typical teen soap-opera plot, but this show is unique in that it is being filmed for the internet. Using a mixture of streamed video, interactivity, animation and games, Wannabes’ web viewers will be encouraged to become part of the plot.

As the storyline twists and turns, the characters will ask the viewers for advice on what to do next in a particular situation. The audience will be shown two possible outcomes of the situation before they are asked to give advice. Viewers are awarded ‘friendship scores’ depending on how helpful their advice is. 

This kind of interactive drama helps the BBC to understand how TV production will need to change in the future to suit the public’s demands. Latest figures from Google have already shown that watching TV has been overtaken by surfing the web as the UK’s favourite pastime. It will provide a new experience for our web audiences, combining innovative use of the internet with exciting drama.

Interested? Why not have a look? Wannabes is broadcast at www.bbc.co.uk/wannabes. Go on! Get involved!

Flashback 2

[F2.1] Listening & Speaking, Exercises 1b and 1c

Remake Mistakes

It seems that these days they can’t leave a good film alone. Hollywood believes that classic movies need to be recycled, so now we have an enormous number of what are known as remakes – or updated versions of old favourites. For the most part, they are very disappointing. Perhaps one of the worst of all was the 1997 version of Lolita. Whoever thought that ‘I can do better than Stanley Kubrick’ must be crazy anyway. I mean, the original movie, made in 1962, was brilliant. But Adrian Lyne, director of the remake, obviously thought that he could do better. And what did he do? He just turned it into a contemporary erotic melodrama. It was dreadful and had none of the subtle touches of its predecessor. Another remake mistake was Planet of the Apes, directed by Tim Burton in 2001 and starring a very wooden Mark Wahlberg in the lead role. OK, so the 1968 Charlton Heston original was not exactly great cinema but at least it was good, old-fashioned fun. The Tim Burton version had an appalling script and was all special effects and action. There are other more recent remakes that have followed the same route: fine performances from Nicole Kidman in a new-look Stepford Wives (2004) or Jude Law in Alfie (2004) could not save these two remakes that, not surprisingly, failed miserably at the box office. Another enormous flop was a 1998 remake of Psycho. Most critics hated Gus Van Sant’s reworking of Alfred Hitchcock’s masterpiece thriller, but here at least the director respected the master’s original movie, repeating each shot in exactly the same way as the classic. Yes, Psycho can be just as fresh and terrifying nearly 40 years later, and perhaps this way you get a new audience to appreciate great art. Van Sant’s Psycho proves that classic films don’t age even when they’re remade; you can watch either  version over and over again.

[F2.2] Vocabulary & Writing, Exercise 1b

A: Have you heard about Mike in my Arts group? He’s got great marks in his final exams.

B: Lucky him, but he does deserve it. He’s been revising non-stop. What’s he going to do?

A: He applied for a photography course but I think he’d now like to go to university and do a degree in Fine Art – but the fees are so expensive.

B: Yes, I can imagine him doing that. Sounds like an interesting subject. He’d probably be able to apply for a grant to help with the cost.

A: Yes, he probably will because his parents aren’t very well off – but I know they’ll be really proud of him. They both dropped out of school so he’ll be the first in his family to graduate.

B: Hope there’s a real star in next year’s group, too. I love it when we get really bright students.

Unit 7: New crimes

[7.1] Vocabulary & Listening, Exercises 3 and 4

Ted: 
Hi, everybody and welcome to another edition of Crimewatch World. The question we’re posing today is: ‘Do strict laws prevent street crime?’ In the heart of Southeast Asia, Singapore prides itself on having one of the lowest levels of street crime in the world. But its critics claim that there is a good reason for that – it operates as a police state and you can be fined for almost anything. With me in the studio is Jerry Perkins, who lives and works in Singapore.

Jerry: 
Hi, there Ted…

Ted: 
So tell me, Jerry, what’s it like out there in Singapore? Is it true what they say about the laws?

Jerry: 
Well, look, the laws are very strict indeed. I mean … you know about the famous chewing gum law, don’t you?

Ted: 
Don’t tell me you can’t chew gum!

Jerry: 
Well, that is kind of true, I’m afraid. The import and sale of gum is completely illegal unless it’s for therapeutic reasons like helping you to give up smoking, for example.

Ted: 
What’s the reasoning behind that, then?

Jerry: 
Well, the government said that it cost a lot of money to remove chewing gum from public buildings and it got stuck on the metro doors as well, stopping the trains from moving. The penalties for smuggling gum into the country are up to $1,000, but if you get caught doing it again that goes up to $2,000 and a Corrective Work Order, too. Dental health gum and nicotine gum can only be sold in pharmacies and anyone who wants to buy it for personal consumption must give their name and ID number.

Ted: 
Wow! Well … it’s good to know that, if I ever go. What about smoking, then? I suppose that’s not tolerated either?

Jerry: 
Smoking is prohibited on public transport, in taxis, theatres, cinemas, most offices, shopping centres and most restaurants. First time offenders get a maximum fine of $1,000. You’re not supposed to smoke anywhere, really, but it is allowed in some air conditioned pubs, discos and nightspots, you know…

Ted: 
So, it’s not even as strict as it is over here now!

Jerry: 
That’s very true!

Ted: 
Now, they tell me that there are tough laws against dropping litter as well?

Jerry: 
Yes, there are some very strict laws about that. First-time offenders must pay a fine of up to $1,000 and if you repeat the offence you can get double that and a Corrective Work Order, which means you have to spend hours cleaning public places. To add insult to injury, the litterbugs have to wear brightly coloured jackets and are sometimes filmed by the local media. They are really humiliated.

Ted: 
And there was that case a few years ago of the American teenager who was caught spraypainting cars, you know … graffiti and other acts of vandalism. What happened to him?

Jerry: 
Yeah, Michael Fay was his name and it caused a big scandal. He pleaded guilty to the charges and was sentenced to four months in prison, a $2,000 fine and more importantly, six strokes from a bamboo cane…

Ted: 
But that’s corporal punishment!

Jerry: 
Well, there you go … In the end it was reduced to just four strokes after President Clinton tried to intervene…

Ted: 
Poor kid…

Jerry: 
Well, who knows why he vandalised those cars … but he certainly didn’t do it again!

Ted: 
Then there’s the whole issue of drugs…

Jerry: 
Well, it’s a question of interpretation. If you possess certain quantities … I don’t know … half a kilo of cannabis or 30 grams of cocaine, for example, then you’re considered on the same level as a drug trafficker, which is officially punished by the death penalty, although I don’t know if that is ever enforced. For unauthorised consumption you can get a maximum sentence of 10 years in jail or a hefty fine, so you should be really careful. The strict laws seem to work – there are very few drugs in Singapore, you know … You would have to be pretty stupid to do drugs here.

Ted: 
So, does all that make living in Singapore a bit of a drag then?

Jerry: 
No, well, actually you just get used to it! And you can laugh about it as well. There are laws against everything: you can’t spit in the street – there’s a $200 fine for that, although I don’t think it’s ever enforced … And not flushing the toilet after using it is also a fineable offence, which is ridiculous because most toilets in Singapore flush themselves, anyway!

[7.2] Listening, Exercise 1

Presenter:

Welcome to Finance Today. In today’s programme we look at the growing problem of identity theft. Identity theft is committed when your personal details, such as your name and bank account details, are stolen. This can be done if criminals take documents out of your rubbish bins or through scams where they pretend to be from a real organisation and get your details from you over the phone. Identity theft can lead to fraud, seriously affecting your personal finances. It also costs governments and financial services millions of pounds every year. If your identity is stolen, you could have difficulty borrowing money, or getting credit cards or a mortgage.

[7.3] Listening, Exercise 2

Presenter:

We hope that the following advice will help you to protect your identity. Firstly, be careful if you live in a property where other people can access your mail. Some banks and credit card companies can arrange for you to collect valuable items such as plastic cards or cheque books from a local branch. If you move house, tell your bank, credit card company and any other organisation you deal with immediately. Ask the postal service to redirect any mail from your old address to your new one for at least a year. If your plastic cards, passport or driving licence get lost or stolen, contact the necessary organisation immediately. Keep a note of the emergency phone numbers just in case. Don’t throw away bills, receipts, bank statements or even unwanted post. Destroy unwanted documents with a paper shredder. Be suspicious. Never give personal details to anyone who contacts you unexpectedly, even if they just ask you what your name is or say they are from your bank or the police. Check that they are genuine and call them back. And finally, always use different passwords for different websites. This makes it less likely that someone could access any other accounts you have. Keep your passwords safe and never store them in your purse or wallet. We hope these tips have been useful. If you have any personal experience of identity theft we would like to hear from you!

[7.4] Listening, Exercises 3 and 4

Presenter:

Welcome back to Finance Today. Did you know that in a recent survey, adults in the UK were asked if they had ever been a victim of identity fraud and a surprising 25 per cent said that they had! It seems that many of our listeners have also been victims. Twenty-nine-year-old Nicky Richardson has called in to tell us that a fraudster used her stolen ID to get car loans worth more that £20,000! We’ve got her on the line now. Tell us about it, Nicky.

Nicky: 

Hi! Well, I was moving house last year when I got my handbag – with my passport and personal documents – stolen. I rang the bank straightaway and asked them if they would cancel everything for me that day, which they did, but the day after I got a call from someone at a car company who asked me when I wanted to start repaying my car loan! I explained that I had most definitely not bought a car and whoever had applied for the loan was an identity thief.

Presenter: 
£20,000! It must have been incredibly stressful.

Nicky: 

It certainly was because I also found out that two direct debits had been set up on my bank account without my knowledge. This whole mess has taken hundreds of hours to sort out and three credit card companies have recently rejected me because my credit rating has been damaged through no fault of my own. It’s nearly sorted out now, but I’m still afraid the fraudster will act again.

Presenter: 
Well, we’re very sorry to hear your story, Nicky, but we hope it will encourage our listeners to take great care with their personal details…

[7.5] Listening, Exercise 1

1 I’m totally in favour of music piracy, CD prices are incredibly high and it’s so easy to download music from networks like Kazaa. I can’t be bothered to go shopping for music now.

2 I have downloaded music from the internet and that kind of thing, but I’m not that happy doing it. You know … it’s like photocopying a book or something. I feel sorry for the artists who lose out…

3 You would never consider stealing something from a shop but yet off the internet you feel OK about it; it doesn’t feel like you’re breaking the law, so why should you worry? I agree with Robbie … it’s a great idea.

4 I’m not that bothered either way … I mean, I don’t mind paying the full price and getting the real thing. Sometimes if you really like a group, it’s better to get the original, I think. 

5 For so long, we’ve been ripped off by the music industry charging us a fortune for compact discs and the like. Downloading and burning CDs is just our way of fighting back, that’s all.

6 I don’t really bother with recording music off the internet – I can’t see the point – but I do burn copies for my friends of CDs that I like. It’s a nice present to give someone … You can share the things you like this way … It’s really cool…

[7.6] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

a: I can’t be bothered to go shopping for music now.

b: I’m not that bothered either way.

c: I don’t really bother with recording music off the internet. I can’t see the point.

[7.7] The Real Thing, Exercise 3

1

A: Can I give you a hand with that bag?

B: No, don’t bother. I can manage it on my own, thanks.

2

C: Would you like it short or long at the back?

D: Quite short…

C: And … uh … doesn’t it bother you having so much grey hair at your age?

D: No, I like it. People say it makes me look interesting…

3

E: Look, Peter … is he bothering you again?

F: Yes, he is. I’m trying to do my work and he keeps distracting me…

E: Kevin, would you mind changing places, please? Thank you.

Unit 8: In the hot seat

[8.1] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Rob: 
I love getting out there … it feels really liberating marching through the streets, standing up for something that you truly believe in. I mean, if you don’t get out there and protest, you really have no right to complain at all. It’s like voting, isn’t it? I mean, you get all these people who moan on about how bad the government is and all that but it turns out that they’re often the ones who voted for that idiot in the first place! Personally, I don’t think there’s much point any more; all politicians are the same these days and definitely not to be trusted. I mean, they don’t even care about important issues any more like unemployment. All they’re worried about is their personal image, the opinion polls and that they get voted in in the next elections – that’s right, whenever there’s an election, they make loads of promises that they never keep, they’re such liars, really … It’s scandalous how they deceive the voters every time … and we never learn…

Sofia: 
I’m not really a political person, I mean, I think it’s important to vote, that’s a right that we have fought for. You see, we are ultimately responsible for whoever’s in power and we shouldn’t forget that. Of course, people have the right to abstain if they want to. But, on the opposite extreme, I don’t think you achieve anything by marching through the streets. I mean, I don’t care about wars or anything like that. When it comes to political policies, obviously there still exist big differences between the left wing and the right wing. I’m very much right of centre, if you must know … As for the issues, obviously immigration is an important one, because I feel that a lot of the people from overseas arriving here are taking away jobs from local people. Well, all in all, politicians are fundamental in any civilized society, that’s all. We might like to criticise them, but without them we would be lost…

Enzo: 
I’m a very green person and interested in all things connected with the environment. I mean, if I was in charge of the country I would focus on things like that. People are only concerned with themselves and their incomes – they just care about the money in their pockets, that’s all – interest rates and mortgages, it’s so sad … So yes, I would go on a demo, if I thought it would solve a problem, like the stopping of a nuclear power station or a new motorway. As for voting, I think it’s up to you, I mean, there are some people who are very cynical – that’s fine – and others who are really radical and want to change the world. I guess I’m somewhere in the middle. I hate politicians, I’ve got no faith in them at all, but in spite of that I’ve always turned out to vote. I suppose I feel it’s a personal obligation…

Laura: 
If we didn’t have politicians, there would just be total chaos, wouldn’t there? I guess they’re necessary, a necessary evil if you like. But I agree that they have a job to do, and they should do it properly. I don’t see any reason to demonstrate against the government, because I just don’t believe that it changes anything. But on the other hand, I think it’s everyone’s duty to vote in an election, and I think it’s very alarming that so many people abstain these days, especially in the United States – I mean, the president only represents about 30 per cent of the country, if that! As for political issues, for me the most important thing are laws affecting my house and my work – I’m a taxpayer and a house owner. I mean, who cares if we’re destroying the environment?

[8.2] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

1 I mean, I don't care about wars or anything like that.

2 Who cares if we’re destroying the environment?

[8.3] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

1

Girl: 
…It was obvious, I mean, honestly…

Boy: 
What?!

Girl: 
I mean, right in front of everybody, you could have been more discreet.

Boy: 
I don’t know what you’re talking about…

Girl: 
Oh, I see! I suppose kissing Michelle on the lips at our anniversary dinner is nothing…

Boy: 
Oh … I just … I don’t believe it. Who cares if we were kissing?

Girl: 
Right, I see … She just happens to be my best friend, that’s all, and she’s always fancied you…

2

Mum:
What are we going to do with him?

Dad: 
Oh, I don’t know, perhaps it’s just a passing phase, you know…

Mum: 
I’m not so sure…

Dad: 
He’ll grow out of it, you’ll see…

Mum:
But he hasn’t been doing any work, you know … he just sits upstairs all day, staring into space…

Dad: 
Yeah, I know…

Mum:
And he really doesn’t care about studying or anything…

Dad: 
I know. It’s hard to know what to do…

3

Peter: 
Just put it in your pocket!

Robert: 
Look, there are loads of store detectives everywhere!

Peter: 
Who cares?

Robert: 
What do you mean, ‘Who cares?’?

Peter: 
Are you scared or what?

Robert: 
No…

Peter: 
Well, then…

Robert: 
What?

Peter: 
Take that chocolate bar and put it in your pocket. No one will know…

[8.4] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Interviewer: 
Good evening and welcome to ‘Psychology Spot’. Today we investigate the tell-tale signs given by liars. In the studio with us today is Dr Ruth Hardcastle. Welcome, Dr Hardcastle. 

Dr Hardcastle: 
Hi! Thanks for having me on the show.

Interviewer: 
So you’re a psychologist and an expert in body language. What tips can you give us about spotting a liar?

Dr Hardcastle: 
Well, first of all trust that gut feeling – your instincts are rarely wrong! Sometimes you just know that something is not right with the person’s words. This is your first and best sign that you are dealing with a liar. However, there are some tell-tale body language clues that will back up your instincts.

Interviewer: 
Interesting. What’s the first clue then?

Dr Hardcastle: 
Well, liars tend to fidget a lot. They move their feet, they sway while talking, they gesture with their hands, and they might play with a pen or their hair. Subconsciously, when we lie we feel on display and this makes us uncomfortable. This discomfort makes us fidgety.

Interviewer: 
OK. So watch out for fidgeting! What’s next?

Dr Hardcastle: 
Ah ha! Well, it’s all in the eyes! Liars don’t look you in the eye for very long. Or they may maintain eye contact for too long if they are aware of this fact! Liars also blink less frequently than normal. I: So too much or too little eye contact could indicate a lie then? 

Dr Hardcastle: 
Absolutely! Another sign is touching the face and mouth a lot. This is a natural response to being untruthful – as if you’re stopping the lies from coming out. This behaviour is mostly seen when someone feels bad about lying or is lying for a good reason, such as not hurting someone’s feelings.

Interviewer: 
Yes, of course. We sometimes lie for the right reasons as well.

Dr Hardcastle: 
That’s right. The next thing is that liars will often look down when telling a story. It is a well-known fact that people who are recounting a true story look up when recalling the details. They are mentally picturing the events as if they are looking into their brain for answers. Liars look down because they are creating a story and they need to look at a blank page, like the ground, in order to make it convincing.

Interviewer: 
Right, so even where they look can be important, too. What about the things they say?

Dr Hardcastle: 
Well, liars mix up details. When someone tells a lie they make a point of remembering the main point but they often forget the minor details they’ve mentioned in their lie. A truthful person is more likely to recall the small details of an event because they have the mental picture to pull out and think of when asked a question. A liar lacks this mental picture and so has no safe way to recall smaller details.

Interviewer: 
Fascinating stuff!

Dr Hardcastle: 
Isn’t it? People who lie also tend to get defensive when confronted about the lie, even if they are not actually being accused of lying. Even when you ask an innocent question they might react angrily in order to put you on the defensive and direct attention away from themselves.

Interviewer: 
Thank you so much for sharing this with us! So next time you think you’re being lied to take a close look at the body language. It’s a pretty good indication of what’s going on in a person’s subconscious…

[8.5] Takeaway English, Exercise 1

1

Jane: 
Hi there, Rich. How’s things?

Rich: 
Fine, just chillin’ out, doing nothing here, I suppose…

Jane: 
Do you fancy coming out tonight? You know, just for a drink?

Rich: 
Well, to tell you the truth, I’m feeling a bit tired…

Jane: 
Oh, come on…

Rich: 
No, honestly, I’m worn out…

Jane: 
Maybe tomorrow, all right?

Rich: 
I’m tied up all weekend, you know, deadlines…

Jane: 
Well, I’ll give you a ring next week, then.

Rich: 
Right, bye…

2

Teacher: 
Right, everyone, it’s time to hand in those assignments. You’ve had plenty of time so no more excuses. Thank you ... thanks … good ... Penny?

Penny: 
What?

Teacher: 
Where’s your assignment?

Penny: 
Well, you’ll never believe this, but I did it last night … on my dad’s computer and then … the erm … we had a … a power cut and I hadn’t saved it … so I lost it and I didn’t have time to do it again. Honestly, miss!

Teacher: 
Do you really expect me to believe that, Penny?

Penny: 
It’s the truth! I swear!

Teacher: 
Did anyone else have a power cut last night? ... Thought not. I’m extremely disappointed in you, Penny…

3

Anna: 
Hello?

Mel: 
Hi, Anna, it’s me!

Anna: 
Hiya, Mel! How’s it going? Are you all packed and ready?

Mel: 
What?! Far from it! Moving has got to be one of the most stressful things you can do!

Anna: 
I bet.

Mel: 
Well, actually, that’s what I was calling about. It turns out that Jake has to work on Saturday now and there’s no way I can do the move on my own. I was wondering if you could come over and help?

Anna: 
Ah … well, I really would if I could … but the thing is, I’ve promised to babysit the boys on Saturday while my sister has her hair done.

Mel: 
Well you could bring them along. Or come over when she’s finished…

Anna: 
Erm … To tell you the truth, they’d just get in the way. And my sister’s probably going to take most of the day. I’m really sorry, Mel, I just can’t get out of it.

Mel:
It’s OK, I understand…

4

Man:
What kept you so long? Your dinner’s been sitting on the table for ages. It’s ruined now!

Woman:
 I’m sorry, I just couldn’t get away from work. The truth is my boss is being really annoying this week, expecting everyone to work late.

Man: 
Well, your food’s stone cold now.

Woman: 
Look, I’ve said I’m sorry! You know what it’s like at the end of the month. It’s a nightmare!

Man: 
Well, funnily enough, I called you at the office this evening and there was no reply!

Woman: 
Well, believe it or not the boss let everyone slip out for a break for half an hour – that was probably when you called!

Man: 
Are you kidding? There’s no way the whole office would go out at the same time! You must think I’m an idiot! Enjoy your dinner!

[8.6] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Caroline: 
Hi, everyone. This is Caroline Evans with today’s edition of ‘Speak your mind’, and today we have an open forum on the subject of improving our city. What needs to be done in the LA you love to hate or hate to love? … Yes, if you were the mayor of Los Angeles, what would you do? Call us on 555-7653 if you’re phoning within the city itself … and don’t forget to dial a ‘one’ and the area code before that if you’re calling from outside the city. You can also send an e-mail to speakyourmind@la1.tv1.com. And our first caller is Harold from the Bay Area. Hi there, Harold. How are you this morning?

Harold: 
Good … and yourself, Carol?

Caroline: 
Pretty good. So what would you like to see changed, Harold?

Harold: 
Well, I think something needs to be done about the garbage in this city. I mean, around here the streets are filthy, aren’t they? And the smog, you can hardly breathe, there are just too many cars. Everyone in LA goes everywhere by car and it’s just crazy. Public transportation has to be improved and made cheaper. If I were in charge, I’d do what they’ve done in London and charge the cars every time they go into the centre. It’s the only way to stop those gas guzzling machines … They’re like a plague, they really are…

Caroline: 
Well thanks for your call, Harold. Let’s see what other callers say. Right, on the line now we have Jean, calling from Venice Beach…

Jean: 
Hello, can I just say…?

Caroline: 
You’re gonna have to speak up a bit there, Jean…

Jean: 
Oh! Sorry about that. Listen, I’d like to talk about the homeless people in this town. I mean, you can’t go anywhere these days without almost falling over someone sleeping in a store doorway! I mean … I don’t want to appear coldhearted or anything but why can’t they get off their butts and get a job like the rest of us have to instead of just begging on the streets? It makes me really mad when I think how hard I work and then these guys just spend their days bumming around. I rarely give them any money ’cos if you do you know it’s just gonna be spent on alcohol or drugs!

Caroline: 
Well, thanks for that, Jean. That was an interesting point…

Jean: 
And another thing…

Caroline: 
No, I’m sorry Jean. We have to go to another caller now, OK? Arek’s on the line with us now…

Arek: 
Hi, there! Can I just say first of all that I totally disagree with what Jean has just said. Do you really think homeless people want to live on the street? Most of them have family or psychological problems. They need our help. Anyway, for me, the biggest problem that LA suffers from is delinquency. There is a lot of petty crime and where I live it’s not safe to walk the streets. If I was the mayor, I would put more police on the streets … you know, more patrols. Caroline: What kind of crime are we talking about here? Arek: Well, you can get mugged very easily. Just walking down the street, actually, even in broad daylight – there are some areas that you just don’t want to be seen in. A lot of the crimes are connected with drugs, so that should be tackled as well. You know, it’s organised crime, there are a lot of desperate people out there. But the problem is that the police are too scared to go near them…

Caroline: 
OK, Arek, let’s see if there are other people out there who agree with you … Finally, we have Barbara on the line…

Barbara: 
Hi there, Caroline … Can I just say how much I love your show…

Caroline: Thank you … What would you like to improve, Barbara?

Barbara: 
Well, I love my city, you know … I’m very proud of it, you know … but you know the thing that really bugs me is the noise … If I were in power, you know what I’d do? I’d fine people for making too much noise. I live in an area that has lots of bars and clubs. On weekends it’s impossible to get to sleep at night, you know … That really gets me … and the cars and the scooters, hooting their horns the whole time, something really should be done … But, you know, the underlying problem is a lack of civic responsibility. All this goes on because people just don’t care about their neighbours anymore.

Caroline: 
Well, thanks a lot for that Barbara … And now let’s see what our other callers have to say on these subjects. Call us now and ‘speak your mind’…

Unit 9: Global inequality

[9.1] Listening, Exercises 1 and 2

Teacher: 
Welcome, class. Today we have a visiting lecturer, Dr Robert Gonzalez from Harvard University, who is going to answer some of our questions about advertising, and particularly Benetton, campaigns. Now, you’ve all had a look at the photos. Let’s ask Robert what he thinks of these images. Robert, over to you…

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
Thanks very much. Well, as you know, these are typical images from the Benetton company,
which started releasing campaigns like this as early as 1988. When the advertisements first appeared, they were certainly very original and shocking. Now we’re more used to these adverts – mind you, even today some of them continue to shock, don’t they?

Teacher: 


So, how are they different then from normal adverts?

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
Unlike conventional advertising campaigns, which just sell a particular product or image, Benetton addresses social and political issues, and so on. Rather than just sell their products, they try to communicate these issues to the world – that’s Benetton’s defence, that they are educating us…

Teacher: 


OK, now, let’s see what they represent … Robert?

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
Fine, let’s look at the 1996 campaign, ‘Hearts’. Its beauty is that it is so simple. The hearts are exactly the same for the three ethnic groups, you know – white, black and yellow. It shows us that everybody is the same on the inside, no matter what their outside skin colour is. 

Teacher: 


What about the bird, the second image?

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
I’d say it’s making us aware of environmental problems and disasters. Surprisingly, it was very controversial, even the Green party didn’t approve of this. The third one was different because it isn’t shocking, it’s a subtle image … but I think the image of this tiny black hand reaching out for the white hand says so much about global inequality. The black hand is smaller and weaker, it’s more vulnerable. The white hand represents power and authority. But, of course, it’s ambiguous, because it is also a very positive image of solidarity and friendship. I think that’s their intention, though.

Teacher: 


Which do you think is the most effective?

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
I’d say, of these three, the hearts … you know, because it’s incredibly simple, it doesn’t need much interpretation and I think it’s a positive image, too…

Teacher: 


Have any of these Benetton adverts been banned?

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
Well, yes … In 1995, the German government banned the one of this bird stuck in the oil slick and another one with the human body stamped ‘HIV positive’. In fact, the most controversial was this one about AIDS, because everybody complained about it – even the victims themselves. That’s the reason why these adverts are so controversial: they seem to upset everyone and they tackle very taboo subjects. Still, I’m sure that Benetton don’t mind all this attention.

Teacher: 


Why do you say that?

Dr Robert Gonzalez: 
Personally, I don’t think these adverts should have been banned, but for Benetton it’s good – the more publicity they get, you know, the better – that’s why their adverts have covered so many ‘difficult’ world issues and concerns: AIDS, Palestine & Israel, drugs, environmental disasters, refugees, organised crime, the Mafia … you name it.

[9.2] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

1 Mind you, even today some of them continue to shock, don’t they?

2 I think that’s their intention, though.

3 Still, I’m sure that Benetton don’t mind all this attention.

[9.3] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

1 Now we’re more used to these adverts. Mind you, even today some of them continue to

shock, don’t they?

2 …it’s a subtle image … but I think the image of this tiny black hand reaching out for the white hand says so much about global inequality. The black hand is smaller and weaker, it’s more vulnerable. The white hand represents power and authority. But, of course, it’s ambiguous, because it is also a very positive image of solidarity and friendship. I think that’s their intention, though.

3 That’s the reason why these adverts are so controversial: they seem to upset everyone and they tackle very taboo subjects. Still, I’m sure that Benetton don’t mind all this attention.

[9.4] The Real Thing, Exercise 3

1

1: 
Do you give money to charity?

2: 
I used to, but I gave it up because I could never be sure whether the money went to a good cause or not, you know…

1: 
Well, I give about 100 euros a month. Mind you, I can afford it – I’ve just had a pay rise!

2

1: 
What do you think of my new jacket?

2: 
Where did you get it, in Zara?

1: 
Yeah, in the sales, you know…

2: 
It’s really nice, yeah.

1: 
Really cheap. Still, I suppose it’s not the best quality, is it?

3

1: 
Did you see that new film with Nicole Kidman?

2: 
No, I tried last night, but we couldn’t get in…

1: 
Yeah, it’s really popular…

2: 
Still, we’ll try again this weekend, we just have to get to the cinema a little earlier – that’s all.

1: 
It’s brilliant, take some tissues, though. It’s really sad, I cried loads!

[9.5] Speaking & Listening, Exercises 4 and 5

P Presenter:
Every year, two international forums tell very different stories of the world in two very different settings. Tonight, on Worlds Apart, we visit them both. First, we travel to Switzerland to see how ‘the other half’ lives. Sally Cooper is in Davos…

Sally: 

That’s right, Simon. This is indeed the crème de la crème of global meetings. The World Economic Forum, if you don’t already know, is the influential club for big business, attended by world leaders, top executives and multinational companies. Here, it’s smart suits and private invitations only … although the agenda can be a little dry – this afternoon it was global recession, corporate scandals and interest rates, all under the motto ‘Improve the state of the world’ … Today, I’ve brushed shoulders with around 3,500 of the world’s richest businessmen. They’re the ones charged millions of dollars for participating in what has become this powerhouse of global capitalism. They pay for the exorbitant travel costs of the political leaders and for their own opportunity to speak … And it would be hard to find a more exclusive setting than this tiny, elitist Swiss ski resort. Davos is as far removed from the real world as you can get. But don’t think it’s all show; it’s worth remembering that the WEF has played a major role in important world events – German reunification and the end of apartheid in South Africa, to name but two … And there is an added bonus to it all: Davos must have the best ‘après-ski’ in the Alps … Cheers! … This is Sally Cooper in Davos, Switzerland.

P Presenter: 
Thank you, Sally! Now, thousands of kilometers away in Porto Alegre is Andrew Young. Hi, Andrew … Can you tell us a little about what that Forum is all about?

Andrew: 

Quite a bit warmer here, Simon … Here I am in the Brazilian town of Porto Alegre, which is hosting once more the World Social Forum – which it has done now since the year 2000. It’s an amazing place, governed by the Brazilian Worker’s Party through an ingenious system of neighbourhood assemblies. Together, they’ve managed to rid the city of corruption and brought about a redistribution of wealth, another example of the conference’s motto ‘Another world is possible’ … So, it would be hard to find a more suitable location. Here, 120,000 people attend this event free of charge. And what’s it all about? Well, this year, the desire to move away from the current model of globalisation. According to the forum organisers, it is globalisation that undermines local communities, destroys lives and keeps millions of people in poverty … Other subjects under discussion this year have ranged from the death penalty, social justice and the right to clean drinking water. As the city’s state governor said in his opening speech, ‘The World Social Forum is the opportunity to rescue history’s most valuable asset: solidarity’. And that’s not all; there are other compensations to being in Porto Alegre too – when all the serious talk is finished, the party lasts all night long. And I’m off for another drink! This is Andrew Young in Porto Alegre, Brazil.

[9.6] Speaking & Listening, Exercise 9

Presenter: 
Robin Taylor is here in the studio and has just flown back from both forums … I hope you’re not too jet-lagged, Robin!

Robin: 

No, not too bad, thanks.

Presenter: 
So, now you’ve seen both sides of the story, are there any predictions that you would like to make for the future?

Robin: 

Well, you’d be surprised to know that the two forums have more in common than you would think … First of all, both believe that global inequality will continue to grow, which is not very good news. And, of course, the situation is going to get worse as world population increases.

Presenter: 
And any differences of opinion there?

Robin: 

Well, the delegates in Brazil were not too happy with the WEF’s promises that economic growth will eliminate poverty … They just don’t believe that.

Presenter: 
And agreements?

Robin: 

Well, not exactly, but relations between the two are likely to get better in the future.

Presenter: 
In what way?

Robin: 

Well, Porto Alegre activists realise that the business community is crucial in driving changes forward, while in Davos, anti-globalisation protestors have forced organisers to take their voice seriously. You know, this change in attitude suggests that the gap between the two forums soon might start to close.

Presenter: 
Thank you, Robin and now on to…

[9.7] Zoom in, Exercise 2

1 

A: We’ve just missed the bus.

B: Never mind, we can get a taxi from here…

2 

A: So, did you decide to take that job in the end?

B: No, I’ve changed my mind, the money’s terrible, you know.

3 

A: You know, you shouldn’t be shy about saying what you think…

B: I just find it really hard to speak my mind, that’s all.

4 

A: Do you want another coffee?

B: I wouldn’t mind, thanks!

5 

A: Well, it’s a choice between the red or the blue…

B: I know, I just can’t make up my mind! I like them both.

[9.8] Language Focus, Exercise 2

Julie: 
Don’t you feel a bit guilty, earning all that money?

Leo: 
I know … I was thinking about donating some, giving to a charity of some sort. Any ideas?

Julie: 
I’ve already made up my mind. I’m going to give £100 a month to Friends of the Earth!

Leo: 
Do you think you’ll be able to afford that?

Julie: 
I know I don’t earn much, but I feel so guilty about what we’re doing to the world, and you only have to look at the news, it’s going to get a lot worse, I’m sure of it.

Leo: 
They’re not exactly a charity, are they?

Julie: 
Yes, they are … They depend on donations like all charities … In fact, it’s the largest environmental pressure group in the world…

Leo: 
Yeah, that’s good, but I really want to help people directly and know that my money is going to the right place.

Julie: 
That’s true, but I know that what I give will go to a good cause. I trust them. What about Amnesty? Have you thought of them?

Leo: 
Amnesty?

Julie: 
Amnesty International … they campaign to protect human rights.

Leo: 
Yeah, I know … hey … I’ve just had a thought … I’m travelling to Africa next year for business and, you know, it made me think that I’d like to help sponsor a child or something, you know, help the Third World…

Julie: 
The developing world, you mean … Well, in that case, get in touch with Unicef. They’ll put you in contact with a child … I have a friend who did that…

Leo: 
That’s a great idea!

Julie: 
You might have to wait a bit, I’m not sure.

Leo:
 OK, no problem…

Julie: 
Yeah, you just give them your credit card number and they send you all the details. I’ll give you the address now if you want.

Leo: 
Great, I’ll do that, then! Thanks a lot, Julie.

Julie: 
No problem. I can assure you it’ll make you feel less guilty!

Flashback 3

[F3.1] Listening, Exercise 2

Good evening and welcome to History Weekly. This week we’re looking into the history of well known charities. Fifty years ago an enthusiastic school leaver arrived in Borneo to teach students who were older than he was. At just 18 years old, David Brown was the pioneer for Voluntary Service Overseas, or VSO as it’s more commonly known. He became interested in helping people overseas after the Bishop of Borneo gave a presentation at his school to encourage young people to work abroad. Although VSO volunteers today undergo a nine-month selection process, amazingly David didn’t even have an interview. Since he was the first volunteer, and they wanted to get the project going as soon as possible, he was sent to Borneo straight away. Three weeks after the Bishop’s visit he received a letter saying that he could collect his ticket from the travel agent, and telling him what vaccinations he needed. That was it! He later found out that the Bishop had paid for the plane ticket himself. It cost £216 … and in 1958 you could buy a house for that! 

When David first arrived in Borneo, he was sent to a school in a small town in Sarawak, which is now part of Malaysia, because the school’s teacher was in England for training. Although David had no training and had never stood in front of a class before, he taught English, Maths, Geography and History. Some of the students were the same age as him, and the average age was 20. He was paid £5 a week and in his free time he usually played football with his students.

These days, VSO volunteers are teachers, social workers, health professionals, accountants, farmers … not inexperienced school leavers. The focus of VSO is now on sharing skills for future professionals rather than providing immediate services. This shows how much aid work in the developing world has changed in the last 50 years. David Brown is modest about his status as VSO’s pioneer, but says he had the adventure of a lifetime…

Unit 10: Culture shock

[10.1] Listening, Exercise 2 and Vocabulary, Exercise 3
1

Everyone thinks we’re really hard-working, punctual, strict and we never take any holidays, but actually that’s not true – we’re just different to Europeans. Apparently, we also give the impression that we are cold and don’t know how to enjoy ourselves. This really is so unfair. Actually, we get drunk a lot, although I can’t hold my drink like my English workmates of course, and as for unfriendly, we’re not at all, we’re much more hospitable than some other countries I can think of. However, there are some common ideas about our country which are true – everything is much more expensive here, of course, unless you live in Saudi Arabia or somewhere, but there are good things, but then at the same time it’s one of the safest countries in the world – and that’s something that tourists really appreciate…

2

The big misconception people have about us is that we’re all blonde with blue eyes. That’s true of other countries near here … for example, Swedes tend to be a lot fairer than us. But in my country there’s a wide variety of people, some of whom are quite dark, like me! People also think we’re very liberal and tolerant, which is true. There are others, of course, who insist we’re all Vikings and that we get very violent, especially when we go abroad on holiday – but again, I don’t think that’s very fair. It’s just a stereotype. I suppose I get slightly annoyed about that actually, that they put us all in the same boat. But we’re four separate and very different countries here in Scandinavia, and the people are very different, too. 

3

A lot of people have got completely the wrong idea about my country. There are probably far more misconceptions about the Arab world than anywhere else. This has come about because of September 11th; it’s like there are two worlds now – us and the West. These stereotypes are dangerous. People have all kinds of ideas that are wrong. They say that women are oppressed and can’t work, but I have an excellent job. They say we’re rude and bad-mannered, which is just not the case. They say it’s uncomfortable to travel here, because you get hassled all the time. It’s such a shame because there are so many wonderful things for people to see here, like the Great Pyramid, the only surviving wonder of the ancient world! They say we’re all religious fanatics when, in fact, not everybody is religious and about 20 per cent of the population is actually Christian. They even make mistakes, thinking my country is a desert but the north is actually quite green.

4

The interesting thing is that most people think we’re a bit more similar to Americans than to the British, but in fact the opposite is true: we’re really much more like the Brits – I mean, we drink tea and play cricket and rugby. We do play a version of football, too, but we’ve got completely different rules. I suppose we have similar habits, too, but our characters are very different. We’re more energetic, you know, more lively and outdoorsy than the Brits, but then the Americans are much more open and sociable than we are. We’re like halfway between the two, but more similar to the Brits, that’s for sure – just slightly more easy-going and we’re by far the best at rugby!

5

A lot of people think we’re all really traditional and religious and have those long beards and wear the little hat … the yarmulke. But it’s not like that at all. There are large communities living in big cities all over the world and we’re all really different … and we’re a little more liberal and laid-back than you’d expect. Another thing is that a lot of people are surprised when they see me ’cos they expect us all to be dark, but my family came from Eastern Europe, so I have a different colouring, you know, blue eyes and blonde hair … and they’re even more surprised when they hear I do eat pork.

[10.2] Practice, Exercise 2

1 We’re much more hospitable than some other countries I can think of.

2 Swedes tend to be a lot fairer than us.

3 …most people think we’re a bit more similar to Americans…

4 …but then the Americans are much more open and sociable than we are.

5 …we’re by far the best at rugby.

6 …we’re a little more liberal and laid-back than you’d expect.

[10.3] Takeaway English, Exercises 1, 2 and 3

1

Generally speaking, I’d say that stereotypes don’t really do any harm, because most of us know that they’re not really serious, you know … that we shouldn’t take them seriously. I mean, these ideas just pass into society, but no one really pays much attention to them anymore. For example, this thing about people from my country being mean with money and drinking too much whisky – it’s a joke! People say it all the time, but how many of us really believe it? It’s just a harmless myth.

2

I reckon stereotypes are less and less relevant. I mean, societies are changing so fast … I’ll give you an example. You know people tend to think of us all as loud, beer-drinking party animals … a bit shallow and stupid. I mean, there may be some truth in that, I don’t know. But less and less so because the country is full of people from so many different parts of the world, we don’t have one culture anymore or one character!

3

The majority of people in the rest of the country don’t like us and they have a very negative impression of us … they say we’re superior and unfriendly. Also, because we have our own language we feel apart from them, too. Well, I have to say I think they exaggerate a lot but all in all, they’re probably right in some respects. We are a very rich part of a very big country, so people are jealous, that’s all.

[10.4] Practice, Exercise 2

1 The Chinese invented paper.

2 Most people are a bit racist, although they don’t admit it.

3 I live in a flat. The flat is in the city centre.

4 She’s a good teacher. She’s one of the best teachers in the world!

5 I’m really interested in music. But the music you can hear in this town is rubbish.

[10.5] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Bernadette:

We met on the internet. I guess we couldn’t have met any other way, seeing as there’s such a big age difference. Sometimes it can be a little awkward, you know – people stare a lot but neither of us worry about it anymore. People often think that I’m his mother. It can be annoying, that’s all. I don’t know, although 40 years separate us, I’ll be retiring next year … we just get on so well, there’s no reason why we shouldn’t. The only problem is that he will almost certainly live a lot longer than me. It’s a bit sad to think of that – but actually I don’t believe this generation gap thing is so important. Love breaks through all those barriers – nothing else matters.

Keith:

You can’t believe how hard it is … to even walk down the street in my neighbourhood is difficult sometimes. I mean for Karima and her culture, it’s the biggest sin of all to marry a Catholic, especially as we met in Tunisia and I ‘took her away’ from there, as it were … I mean, we could never go back to her country as a result, and, of course, here people are very closed, so as I said it’s not easy. And people ask how you can have a relationship when you don’t even speak the same language. We just get on with life and try to ignore it, that’s all. You get used to it. We’re going to get married next year – in a registry office, of course … that’ll be great!

Alexei:

We met while she was on a business trip to Moscow. Even though I don’t speak her language that well, somehow we just clicked! Everyone said it wouldn’t last, but in spite of all our cultural differences and the fact that we’re from completely different social classes, we think we’re perfect for each other. It’s amazing that it doesn’t matter how different your backgrounds are … you just find you understand each other. Of course, I depend on Sarah for money and all that – you know, sometimes that’s a bit humiliating for me … But I’ve learnt to deal with it.

Rosa:

Well, yes, everyone laughs, especially when they find out how we met – in a nightclub of all places! I think he really enjoys shocking people and stuff, you know, just watching people’s faces when he says, ‘Let me introduce you to my wife!’ – they always look so shocked because obviously I just tower over him! But the height difference isn’t really an issue for us … sure people laugh at us when we walk down the street, and some of his friends make fun of him and all, but it’s just because they’re jealous!

[10.6] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

1

A: Listen, I don’t want you prying in my affairs again, OK?

B: But, I thought you wanted some advice…

A: Yes … but not your moral judgements, thank you…

B: I was only trying to help, that’s all…

2

A: It doesn’t matter; it’s not the end of the world…

B: I know, I just can’t help feeling that it was a terrible mistake.

A: Yes, but don’t look back…

B: But what with that and losing my wallet and all…

A: I know…

B: It’s just been a terrible week…

[10.7] Speaking & Listening, Exercises 3 and 4

Hello, my name’s Antonia Secchi, and welcome to New Woman Online. Well, first of all, thanks to all our listeners and for all those who have taken part in our online survey on marriage. Well, I want to be the first one to congratulate Carloyn O’Connor, whose completed survey has been chosen out of thousands of entries – congratulations, Carolyn! You and your friend, Wendy, have just won a round trip to Sydney next autumn! Get yourself ready to hit Bondi Beach, girls!

Now back to our survey on love and marriage. First, some official figures: the number of new marriages is definitely on the way down. Here in the US, the numbers have fallen to their lowest point in 50 years: more people are choosing to live together and divorce rates are at an all-time high. 

However, looking at our survey results, your expectations of marriage are incredibly optimistic: more than 75 per cent of you see yourselves married in 20 years, although a third of you had serious doubts that you would still be with the same partner. Looks like we still want the fairy-tale but, sadly, the ending is rarely quite so rosy.

As for tradition, religious ceremonies are still extremely popular with 18- to 29-year-olds, but once you hit 30 you prefer registry offices, your home or an unusual location. Overall, 62 per cent of you want a religious ceremony. The national average is 50 per cent. What’s the best age to get married? Between 25 and 29 was the answer. Certainly a surprise there, I think. Only 7 per cent thought between 20 and 24 was a good idea, and even less, just 4 per cent, thought marrying over the age of 35 was worth thinking about!

Meanwhile, one of the most interesting statistics concerns the idea of living together before getting married. 87 per cent said you’d live with your partner before marrying him and most think this should be for one to two years – certainly a sign of the times! Clearly, what’s happening is that more and more people are choosing to delay marriage, opting first for living together, then marrying when they feel more certain about it. When it comes to reasons for considering marriage, commitment was the clear winner – 76 per cent of you – followed by children – 35 per cent … a surprisingly low figure, perhaps. In line with this figure, a massive 75 per cent of you don’t believe children are necessary for a happy marriage. You put the couple’s happiness first, with 80 per cent of you agreeing that a couple shouldn’t stay together for the children’s sake. But when we asked you about the importance of a stable family life, the great majority of you believe that it’s very important for children to have married parents. Confused? We certainly are!

Surveys often throw up contradictions and this one is no exception. If there’s one thing that’s true about this particular one it is that fantasy and reality are very clearly defined. As Suzie Orbach has commented, ‘The modern dilemma is this: If our faith in marriage is so strong, why is it that fewer marriages seem to be working?’ The answer is that women want to have it all: they want a decent relationship in which they feel emotionally understood and connected. They want independence and they want to bring up children in a stable way. They also want a career, although in our survey, 50 per cent of you rated a successful marriage as three times more important than a successful career. The problem is that conditions don’t always allow for these things to happen – women know things can easily go wrong. The important thing is that they’re not prepared to live the lie that their mother’s generation did. If that starts to happen, many will get out of the marriage rather than continue to be unhappy…

Unit 11: Icons

[11.1] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Cassandra:
Hello, everybody. Cassandra Jones, welcoming you to another edition of ‘My Top Five’. On tonight’s programme, we have with us top rock and pop journalist Richard Knight. Richard, as I’m sure you know, has worked on music papers such as Musical Express and Smash Hits, and for the last ten years he’s worked as rock correspondent for the Daily Mail. Welcome, Richard.

Richard: 
Thanks, Cassandra.

Cassandra: Now, I hear you’re going to take us through your favourite hits from this decade – the noughties – is that right?

Richard: 
Yeah … the noughties … it’s been a great decade for music so far.

Cassandra: Yeah, some of my favourite CDs have been released since 2000 as well. Let’s see if we coincide! So what’s your first choice, Richard?

Richard: 
Well, the first CD is from 2002 and it’s A Rush of Blood to the Head by Coldplay. Actually, it’s my absolute favourite by this group so far. What I love about them is that they just play outstanding rock music. I mean, the tunes are really catchy, but at the same time the lyrics are so intelligent. It’s hard to pick out a particular track, but one of my favourites is Clocks. Some people think it sounds exactly like all their other songs, but I still love it.

A year later, the amazing Amy Winehouse recorded her debut album Frank. She’s got such a unique voice. It’s so evocative and uplifting. I can’t think of any other singer who’s affected me as she has. Then in 2006 she blew us away with her second album Back to Black! Of course, the track everyone loves is Rehab, but personally I love Tears Dry on Their Own. By the way, if you’re a fan you should go and see her play live. Despite her personal problems, Amy on stage is just out of this world!

In 2004 came Hot Fuss by the Killers. It was an album which marked an entire generation. That year was a difficult period in my life, with lots of changes taking place, and it turned out that Hot Fuss became the soundtrack to all of those changes. The track I like best is definitely Somebody Told Me – lead singer Brandon Flowers’s voice is so powerful. The only problem is that at times you can’t work out what he’s saying and that can be frustrating as the lyrics are really important. The album was a massive success, but it’s strange … I don’t listen to it much these days – I guess it reminds me of a time when things were different, that’s all. 

Now, I’ve always loved Madonna. When I was younger – my friends and I – we’d go to the local disco where they’d play all her big hits. Now, my fourth choice, Confessions on a Dance Floor, was an enormous success when it came out in 2005. It’s impossible to select a favourite track, there must have been four or five separate hits from this one CD alone. Though if I had to, I would go for Hung Up because the video was fantastic and it was a huge hit on the dance floors … it’s got great rhythms to dance to. If you look at the CD cover you can see how amazing she looks and she was almost 50 then! Finally, my last choice is an album that is perfect to chill out to. Also from 2005, it’s Jack Johnson’s In Between Dreams. This was the CD that got me back into playing the guitar. The record has a great, relaxed feeling to it and 15 different tracks so you don’t get bored. It was very popular at the time and my brother, whose opinion I’ve always respected, says it’s a masterpiece. Why don’t you check it out for yourself?

[11.3] Listening & Speaking, Exercise 5

Strange fruit & lynching

This song condemns racism, particularly the practice of lynching and burning African Americans, which was common in southern states at the time it was written, in 1940. It became Billie Holiday’s most famous and emblematic song and she always closed her live concerts with it. The ‘strange fruit’ in the song are the bodies of African American men hanged during a lynching. ‘To lynch’ means to put to death (usually by hanging) illegally and by mob action. The term was coined in the 1830s after a vigilante, William Lynch.

[11.4] Vocabulary, Exercise 2

1 The wind blew so hard that we could hardly stand up.

2 I felt very weak after my illness.

3 He threw me the ball and I caught it.

4 There’s a hole in my trousers.

5 You need some flour if you want to make a pizza.

6 I walked down the road to meet you.

[11.5] Speaking & Listening, Exercises 3 and 4

Jake:

Everybody’s talking about this Eminem guy … I can’t understand what everyone sees in him, really … I mean, they’re saying he’s the new Elvis because he’s adopted rap and made it his own, he’s adapted a black music form and become very famous doing it. Now, he sells far more than his black rapper friends – he’s a superstar. But I, personally, think rap is so aggressive. I never play it in the club anymore because people find it really difficult to dance to and it just introduces a really negative vibe – it’s just such a macho thing. I just can’t get into it myself. Not only that … of course he’s got into all kinds of trouble for his controversial lyrics – sexist, homophobic, racist, violent, you name it … If you ask me, it’s a shame that young people admire or aspire to heroes like that – someone with so much hate inside…

Melanie:

Like Elvis, he’s a pop rebel who has given black music a popular white face and now he’s broken into the movies, as well – just like Elvis did – he’s made an autobiographical film called 8 Mile. But unlike Elvis, he writes all his own material, and his producer is this hip-hop guy called Dr Dre, who is like … really respected, and that backing was important because it gave him instant credibility with both black and white audiences. I like the fast ones, which are really good to dance to and the lyrics are great. His songs have got the most fantastic rhymes and wonderfully inventive, catchy tunes – they’re so clever. I reckon he’ll go from strength to strength now.

Bernard:

Eminem is unique – I think what he does is bring together the two cultures, not alienate them. He was brought up in Detroit, one of the poorest and most violent of American cities and with a mother who he claims took more drugs than he did. His father left when he was six years old, never to be seen again. What all that means is that Eminem has become a cultural icon … He’s the first white boy to use rap as a voice for the white urban poor. He speaks directly to all those other kids who are the product of broken homes, domestic violence and that kind of thing, which is brilliant. Those images are there in all his videos, in the anger of his lyrics. As my fellow lecturer at Brown, Gordon Chambers, has said, ‘He’s brought white poverty into the ghetto.’ To be honest, he’s broken a serious mould in doing that…

Howie:

Eminem … Marshall Mathers … the Slim Shady … he’s got a lot of different faces … He’s unique, that’s true, but what I really think is that he’s given us rappers a bad name. I mean, no black rapper would write words attacking his wife or his own mother or that sort of thing; it’s outrageous, really. You know, his own mother tried to sue him for that, because he said she was a drug addict, and the things he says about his ex-wife are just horrible – I mean, in one song, I think it was Stan, he imagines cutting her head off! And they say he’s anti-gay as well … And he was arrested in the past on gun charges … You know, he just picks fights with everyone … Personally, I find it really offensive, no … more than offensive, it’s just sick!

Rachel:

The interesting thing about Eminem is how his fortunes have changed – I mean, for a long time he was hated by everyone, you know, he was seen as a bad influence, but now he’s made this film 8 Mile, which I haven’t seen yet, and everything’s changed. Now everyone views him as America’s number one cultural icon – like Elvis, James Dean or Kurt Cobain or something. I mean, what I don’t understand is how he can one minute be a rebel and then the next suddenly be part of the mainstream. To tell you the truth, I used to love Eminem, I was his number one fan. I mean, some of his songs – The Real Slim Shady and Cleanin’ Out My Closet are just genius, total works of art. But now I think he’s sold out. The music and the words are not as powerful as they used to be. To tell you the truth, it just goes to show that everything gets commercialised in the end, which is what happened with punk and rock’n’roll. Now it’s the same with hip hop – it’s lost its energy. 

[11.6] The Real Thing, Exercise 1

1 He speaks directly to all those other kids who are the product of broken homes, domestic violence and that kind of thing.

2 No black rapper would write words attacking his wife or his own mother or that sort of thing.

[11.7] The Real Thing, Exercise 3

1

‘What did you do on your holiday, then?’

‘Oh, we went mountain-biking, sunbathing, swimming … that kind of thing … same as always.’

2

‘Do we need anything else, then?’

‘Oh, don’t worry, just get the basics, you know: milk, bread, that sort of thing … that’ll do for now.’

3

‘So what were all the protests about?’

‘Corruption, unemployment, taxes … that sort of thing … people here love to protest, don’t they?’

[11.8] The Real Thing, Exercise 4

1

‘Come on! Let’s go!’

‘Can’t you hang on a second? I need to do some things like washing and stuff. Let’s leave at about nine?’

‘Fine’.

2

‘What was the meeting about?’

‘Oh, you know – the usual thing, it was dead boring, you didn’t miss anything’.

3

‘Have you got much done today?’

‘No, nothing at all, what with one thing and another, the day’s gone by without me realising’.

4

‘Did you hear the football results?’

‘Yes, nothing much of interest there. Manchester United lost, among other things’.

‘Well, that’s a surprise, isn’t it?’

5

‘God, I’m glad that’s over!’

‘So, you didn’t like it, then?’

‘No, I thought the story, the script and the whole thing about the war was really pretentious’.

[11.10] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Hell money:

A: Marshall, where do you think this comes from, then?

B: The money? It might be from Japan … I think it’s used to give to a newly married couple, to wish them good luck, you know… 

A: That’s right, the bride ties it to her wedding dress, doesn’t she?

B: Yeah, I think so. The money’s also supposed to help the couple with all their expenses.

A: It’s a nice idea, but not very romantic. You’d never do that here, would you?

Worry Doll:

A: These look to me as if they could be Latin American, don’t you think?

B: Do you think so? I thought they might be Egyptian.

A: No way, they’re definitely Latin American. I just don’t know if they’re from Mexico or Guatemala.

B: And what do you think they’re used for?

A: I think they’re worry dolls, you know … the Greeks use beads and roll them around in their hands to stop them worrying … well … this is the same idea: you put them under your pillow to help you stop worrying. They’re for kids mainly.

Mezuzah:

A: This must be something from the Jewish tradition … it’s not really from Israel, but that’s where you see most of them, I guess.

B: How do you know?

A: I can just remember seeing it on the doors of my Jewish friends’ houses here, that’s all … You’ll find them all over the world wherever there are Jewish communities.

B: What’s it for, do you know?

A: I’m not sure about that. I don’t know if you have to touch it every time you go into a room, and then pray to God … or something like that … It has some religious significance.

B: That can’t be right, otherwise you would be praying every minute of the day…

A: That’s true … then it must be there to remind you of God.

Evil Eye:

A: I think you can find this symbol in lots of parts of the world, can’t you?

B: Yeah, but which countries exactly?

A: I’m not sure, it may be something Arabic…

B: It’s used to look over you, isn’t it … you know, to protect you from bad things…

A: Yeah, that sounds right, you put it on the wall or something … I don’t think you’re supposed to wear it.

B: So is it from somewhere like Greece or Turkey, then?

A: Yeah, I’d say it was Turkish. That blue colour reminds me of Turkey for some reason.

Scarab:

A: I’m not sure about this one…

B: No, I can’t make out what it is, can you?

A: I think this could be African – is it some kind of insect? It looks like a beetle…

B: Oh, I see … yes, I think it’s from Ancient Egypt, actually. It might have been a fertility symbol or something like that.

A: It can’t have been. Frogs were a fertility symbol in Ancient Egypt, weren’t they?

B: I don’t know … it could have been a good luck charm, then. People may have worn them round their necks to bring good luck. I still think it’s Egyptian.

Beckoning Cat – Maneki Neko:

A: This one’s easy. It must be either Chinese or Japanese.

B: Yeah, there’s no doubt it’s oriental, anyway…

A: I’d say it was Chinese. I don’t know … it’s different from the others … it’s like a really happy symbol, isn’t it?

B: What do you reckon it was used for?

A: I think people may have put them at the entrance to their house or office, to bring good luck into their life or their business…

B: The cat is probably saying, ‘Come in and do business with us!’

A: Yeah, that might be right … That paw isn’t really greeting us, is it? It seems to be inviting us in…

[11.11] Language Focus, Exercise 1

1 It might be from Japan.

2 This must be something from the Jewish tradition.

3 That can’t be right.

4 It might have been a fertility symbol.

5 It can’t have been. Frogs were a fertility symbol in Ancient Egypt.

6 People may have put it at the entrance to their house.

Unit 12: On the couch

[12.1] Listening, Exercises 2 and 3

Gloria: 
Just past two o’clock in the morning here on Capital and this is Gloria Honeywell welcoming you once more to Pillow Talk … 675 232425. Remember: our lines are open if you need to speak to someone, or if you have a problem you would like to share … or if you need advice or perhaps if you just feel you have something to get off your chest, call us now: 675 232425. Our first caller is Marcel … Hello, Marcel, calling from Brisbane…

Marcel:
Hello, Gloria…

Gloria: 
Good evening, Marcel. How are you up there in Brisbane?

Marcel:
Fine, a little sticky tonight, to tell the truth, Gloria.

Gloria: 
Well, I’m sorry to hear that … Now tell me, Marcel, what has made you phone us tonight?

Marcel:
Well, it’s like this … I’ve got problems at work. I let other people boss me around – you know, I don’t stand up for myself, even when I know I’m right. You know what I mean?

Gloria: 
I see. What kind of work is it you do, Marcel?

Marcel:
I work in an office, it’s nothing special … logistics … but there’s always a lot of work to be done, you know…

Gloria: 
I see…

Marcel:
The problem is that … there’s a lot of people who are assertive, you know, they haven’t got a clue what they’re doing but, you know … they just get their way, that’s all.

Gloria: 
Have you always been like this, Marcel … a little shy, perhaps?

Marcel:
Yes, always, at school, at home … It’s just my character, I suppose.

Gloria: 
And away from the office?

Marcel:
Well, yes … But it’s not so bad. The thing is … I don’t have a partner I can talk to about this. 

Gloria: 
Oh … This is a very common problem … and you know, it’s a problem of self-confidence and self-esteem. You know, a lot of us have suffered from this at some point in our lives … Now listen, Marcel, there isn’t anyone who can help you but yourself. You just have to say to yourself, every day when you wake up in the morning, ‘I’m worth it, I can compete, I’m as good as they are…’

Marcel:
Yes … I suppose I could try that…

Gloria: 
Well, Marcel, thank you for your call. If anyone has any advice, anything at all, for Marcel about this problem … this problem of self-confidence, then please call us: 675 232425.

Gloria: 
Now, next on the line we have Elizabeth, calling from Adelaide. Hello to you, Elizabeth.

Elizabeth: 
Hello, Gloria … Can I just say how much I enjoy your programme … you know, it’s such good company to hear so many people…

Gloria: 
Well, thank you so much, Elizabeth … How can we help on Pillow Talk?

Elizabeth: 
It’s a question of self-image. I’m not happy with the way I look, you know … I’m not particularly ugly and I haven’t got any physical problems … I mean, I’m not anorexic or anything like that, but I can feel it’s getting out of hand … I know it doesn’t seem like a very serious problem.

Gloria: 
But how bad is it? I mean, what do you see when you look in the mirror?

Elizabeth: 
I just see how ugly I am. You know … I’ve tried different hairstyles, clothes, but nothing I do seems to make a difference. I’m just very selfconscious, you know … I think people are looking at me the whole time and, in fact, they’re not doing anything like that at all…

Gloria: 
Isn’t it then a problem of paranoia, Elizabeth?

Elizabeth: 
I don’t know, all I know is that it’s getting really bad, like I can’t go out now or anything … Well, I can … but much less than I used to, because I think people are staring at me. None of my family know what to do with me … Though it’s not their fault, of course … but nothing can convince me … I just think I’m ugly, that’s it!

Gloria: 
Thanks so much for your call, Elizabeth. I think you need to say to yourself that you’re gorgeous and attractive, look at yourself in the mirror and tell yourself how beautiful you are. Well, dear listeners of Pillow Talk, remember: any advice for either Elizabeth or Marcel, call us now … Don’t forget: 675 232425 … in the strictest confidence. Don’t go away! We’ll be back in just a few moments…

[12.2] Language Focus, Exercise 2

1 There isn’t anyone who can help you but yourself.

2 …I haven’t got any physical problems.

3 None of my family know what to do with me.

4 Nothing can convince me.

[12.3] Speaking & Listening, Exercises 4 and 5

Valerie:

When I was a kid, I always dreamt of meeting a dark handsome stranger, you know … a man who was going to sweep me off my feet, who I could love and be happy with all my life. And then, you know, we would have children and live in a beautiful house and garden. I know it’s stupid, but that’s what I thought about. Well, the man I married wasn’t any of those things at all, and we didn’t live in a beautiful house at all. Actually, we ended up getting a divorce – it was a total nightmare. In fact, I wish I had never met him … It’s dangerous to have too many fantasies – that’s for sure … because the real world is really something very different. It’s better not to have too many expectations…

Kevin:

I had always dreamt of going to the Caribbean. You know … the images of it are amazing, aren’t they? I mean, those perfect white, sandy beaches, spending all your time hanging out in beach bars. Anyway, two years ago my girlfriend and I finally went for our honeymoon and, you know, as soon as I arrived at the resort, I knew there was something wrong … I was really disappointed. It was just really boring, there was nothing to do except sunbathe and everything was dead expensive. The funny thing is that last year we went to Brazil, which I wasn’t really looking forward to, and it was just fantastic…

João:

I thought that having an expensive car would change my life. I’d always dreamt of driving a BMW or some really cool sports car or something like that, you know … and going out to expensive restaurants in it and, you know, just showing off … Well, anyway, it’s always been a frustration to me, you know, just having a Ford Fiesta. Still, what happened was, a few weeks ago, I met this incredible girl who’s just changed my life, and she doesn’t care about all that stuff; she loves me anyway … Ford Fiesta and all … I wish I hadn’t worried so much about it all now … I’ve realised that there are more important things in life than possessions…

Alice:

I remember being terrible at school at everything, it didn’t matter the subject … I was always at the bottom of the class. As a kid I always dreamt of getting the best grades … Anyway, I dropped out for a while, I didn’t go to university or anything like that, but then … things started to change. I did a course in journalism, then I started to work as a trainee at a top newspaper. After a few years I worked my way up … and now I’m a foreign correspondent for CNN … it’s like something that I had always been waiting for; it’s like a dream come true – I’m not the girl that they all laughed at anymore … If only my old schoolmates could see me now…

Charlotte:

I suppose that depends what your priorities are. Ever since I was a kid I’d always wanted to be famous. I used to look at movie stars and pop stars on the telly and think, ‘I’d really like to be a star’, you know, ‘It must be great’. Well … the strangest thing happened. While I was studying, I went to audition for a part as an actress in a big film and … anyway … I didn’t have much experience, but I got the part, and since then my career has grown and grown … and in some ways, it’s great. But now I’m famous in my town, I just can’t go out the door like I used to … In some ways, my lifestyle is great but sometimes I wish I hadn’t become a star. You know … it depends on the day … sometimes being famous is more trouble than it’s worth…

[12.4] The Real Thing, Exercise 2

1 I suppose that depends what your priorities are.

2 You know it depends on the day.

[12.5] The Real Thing, Exercise 3

1 

‘What kind of price will I have to pay for a flat here?’

‘It depends what area you want to live in’.

2 

‘Wouldn’t you have been angry?’

‘It depends how long he kept me waiting’.

3 

‘How long will it take me to see the city?’

‘It depends where you want to go’.

4 

‘I don’t like this sort of company, do you?’

‘Well, for me, it depends who you want to work with’.

5 

‘I haven’t got enough money for a DVD player’.

‘Well, you know, it depends which type you choose’.

[12.6] Language Focus, Exercise 1

1 I wish I had never met him.

2 I wish I hadn’t worried so much about it all now.

3 If only my old schoolmates could see me now.

4 But sometimes I wish I hadn’t become a star.

[12.8] Listening, Exercises 4 and 5

Biography 1:

Born in Holland in 1853, Vincent Van Gogh was brought up in a religious and cultured family. He was given the same name as his brother, who had died a year before, and it is believed that this may have had a psychological effect on the painter. 

By 1880, when he finally decided to become an artist, Van Gogh had had two unhappy romances and had worked unsuccessfully in a bookstore, and as an art salesman and preacher. The paintings from his early period are serious and sad, such as The Potato Eaters. 

In 1886 Van Gogh went to Paris, where he met the artists Pissarro, Monet and Gauguin. There he began to use lighter colours and to paint in the Impressionist style. His nervous behaviour made him a difficult companion, and all-night discussions combined with painting all day affected his health. He eventually moved south to Arles, where Gauguin joined him, but with disastrous results. Van Gogh had become too dependent on his friend and, in a fit of anger, attacked him with a razor, but ended up cutting off his own ear. Soon afterwards he was sent to hospital for treatment.

 In May 1890, he seemed much better and went to live in Auvers-sur-Oise. Two months later, however, he shot himself.

During his career Van Gogh’s technique became more and more passionate, dramatic and emotional, giving the impression that the artist was trying to explain his struggle against madness. He only sold one painting during his career.

Biography 2:

Ludwig Van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany, on 16th December, 1770.

Beethoven’s first music teacher was his father, although others soon noticed his talent. His mother died when he was 17, and for several years he was responsible for bringing up his two younger brothers. 

After moving to Vienna in 1792, where he studied with the composer Joseph Haydn, he quickly established a reputation as a piano virtuoso and composer. Rather than working for the Church or a noble court, as most composers did, he supported himself with public performances and sales of his works.

Beethoven’s career is usually divided into early, middle, and late periods. In the early period, he copied great composers such as Haydn and Mozart, while also exploring new directions. The middle period began shortly after Beethoven’s personal problems started and is known for pieces that express the struggle he felt. The late period began around

1816 and lasted until he stopped composing in 1826.

Beethoven’s personal life was troubled. At 28 he started to go deaf, which made him suicidal for  some time. He was mainly attracted to married or aristocratic women so never got married himself, which also led to depression.

Beethoven argued bitterly with his relatives and frequently behaved badly to other people. He moved home often and had strange personal habits such as wearing dirty clothing but washing obsessively.

It is common for listeners to hear an echo of Beethoven’s life in his music, which often

expresses struggle followed by triumph.

[12.9] Takeaway English, Exercises 1 and 2

1

Rachel: 
Hello?

Jenny: 
Hi, Rachel, it’s me. I’m sorry, I only just got your message. Is everything OK? You sounded really upset.

Rachel: 
No, it’s not OK. Matt broke up with me again.

Jenny: 
Oh, no … I’m so sorry, you poor thing! What happened this time?

Rachel: 
He just said he’d had enough. He walked out last night and I haven’t heard from him since.

Jenny: 
Listen … it’s not the end of the world. You guys are always falling out. I’m sure once he’s cooled off he’ll be back.

Rachel: 
No, I really think he means it this time.

Jenny: 
OK, listen. I’m working all day but I’ll come round tonight. Try to keep your chin up, OK?

Rachel: 
OK. I’ll see you later.

2

Mother:
Chris … Is that you?

Chris: 
Yeah. Hi, Mum.

Mother:
So … how did you do?

Chris: 
Don’t get mad, Mum … but I haven’t done very well.

Mother:
Go on.

Chris: 
I only passed Chemistry. I failed all of the others. I can’t believe it. It’s just so depressing!

Mother:
Oh, Chris! How could you have only passed one?

Chris: 
I don’t know, Mum. Please don’t go on at me.

Mother:
Well, you’ve only got yourself to blame, haven’t you? You hardly put any effort into those exams at all! Just wait till your father gets in, he’ll…

C: 
Alright, Mum!

3

George: 
You wanted to see me, Mr White?

Mr White: 
Yes, George. Come in! Have a seat. I’ve been meaning to have a chat with you about your performance recently. You’ve been turning in some very poor sales figures since you transferred here. What’s going on?

George:
 I know. I can only apologise. I’m afraid I’ve been feeling really demotivated recently.

Mr White: 
Right. And why’s that, then?

George: 
I’m not sure … you know, moving to a new city. I haven’t really settled in here yet, haven’t really made any friends. I’m just feeling unhappy generally … and a bit lonely to be honest.

Mr White: 
I see … right … well, I think you really need to pull yourself together, George. You’ve been given a great opportunity to work here with us and you’re just wasting it. I really need to start seeing some results!

4

Jane: 
Hello?

Lucy:
Hi, Jane. It’s Lucy. I just heard about Scruffy. How are you?

Jane: 
Hi … Yeah … We took him to the vet yesterday. I just feel devastated. Like I’ve had my right arm cut off.

Lucy: 
I can imagine. Listen … I know things look bad right now, but he was a very old dog. It was for the best.

Jane: 
I know that, but it doesn’t really help.

Lucy: 
Look, if there’s anything I can do, please just let me know, OK?

Jane: 
OK, I will. Thanks, Lucy.

Lucy: 
How about I take you out for dinner tonight to cheer you up and take your mind off it?

Jane: 
OK, that might be nice. I’ll call you later…

Flashback 4

[F4.1] Reading & Speaking, Exercise 3

For most Americans, silence is uncomfortable. Small talk or superficial conversations are usually preferable to silence. It is therefore common to hear people casually talking about the weather, sports, parties, food, clothing, exams, etc.

While talking, Americans are often made uncomfortable by extreme physical closeness. Thirty centimetres is the minimum distance they will usually tolerate, so do not stand very close to people when you are talking with them. Informal physical contact during conversation is also not encouraged by most Americans.

At parties or social gatherings, it is generally easy to join a group of strangers in a conversation. All it takes is for you to introduce yourself. This may at first be slightly awkward, but you will find that most Americans will do what they can to help.

It is very easy to start a discussion with Americans while travelling, waiting for something, or attending an event. You may enter into an interesting conversation in a waiting room, stadium, bus, plane, or classroom without a formal introduction. Many

people not only enjoy such a conversation, but it also helps the time pass more rapidly.

As we have said before, Americans enjoy humour and laugh a great deal. They make fun of each other and make many statements that are not to be taken literally. Do not feel offended if an American friend tries to make a joke at your expense. In doing so, he / she does not harbour malice or ill will, but instead indicates a feeling of friendship toward you. Just relax and try to enjoy what is going on.

[F4.2] Listening & Language Focus, Exercise 2

Cathy: 
Is this your first visit to Spain then, Sam?

Sam: 
Yes, but I was in Argentina for seven years and I’ve been in Lisbon for nearly 18 months.

Cathy: 
That must have been a bit of a change. How do you feel about it?

Sam: 
Well, I was really sad to leave Buenos Aires, but it was far easier for me to find another job in Europe, so it seemed like a wise decision at the time.

Cathy: 
And now?

Sam: 
I do really miss Buenos Aires. It’s far bigger than Lisbon, of course, but surprisingly, it’s a lot more difficult to get to know people in Lisbon, even though the Argentinians have a bit of a reputation for being stuck up … I don’t agree with that at all, though. Lisbon is quite a sleepy city and although salaries are a bit higher here, it’s much more expensive to live in Portugal.

Cathy: 
Apart from getting to know people, what do you think of the Portuguese?

Sam: 
Good students, very good at English, but they’re a bit more difficult to get going in the classroom. They seem to be shyer than the Argentinians and they don’t make nearly as much noise in the streets!

Cathy: 
Yeah … I suppose that Buenos Aires is like Madrid in that respect.

Sam: 
Well, from what I’ve seen so far, Madrid seems to be absolutely the noisiest city I’ve ever been to!

Cathy: 
And what about the languages? How do you get on with Spanish and Portuguese?

Sam: 
Well, I love both languages and there are a lot of similarities, but I must admit I find Portuguese pronunciation much more difficult to copy than Spanish pronunciation…

World English DVD 1
Part 1
Narrator: 
Traditional South African healers (Sangomas) are bringing their ancient remedies into use to combat a modern-day epidemic. They claim that this plant – the African Potato – is working wonders in the treatment of their  HIV / AIDS clients in the country. These Sangomas, or South African traditional healers, are singing praises to their ancestors. Each Sangoma here knows numerous herbal remedies and rituals, handed down by generations of healers before them. In the past, their recipes and spells were closely guarded secrets. HIV / AIDS is changing all that. These Sangomas have come together to trade information on how to better help their HIV-positive clients. The main topic at their meeting is this plant, known as the African potato. For centuries, Sangomas have used it in treating a variety of ailments.

Peggy Moekesi: 
The African potato, it’s a very good medicine, with an African potato – it means – if you know how to dilute it, you can heal lots of sickness.

Narrator: 
These days the African potato features greatly in many potions the Sangomas give to their AIDS patients. The healers claim it’s working wonders.

Gladys Makgome: 
Even if you are HIV, it’s going to work directly, straight into the immune system, with the very herb and others. So I trust it, and I trust it very much.

Narrator: 
The Sangomas may not have been too far off the mark. The people here are hard at work for a company called Hypo-Plus Naturals. Extracts from the African potato are key components of Hypo-Plus pills. The manufacturers claim their product could provide a major breakthrough in the fight against AIDS and many other diseases.

Dr Smangaliso Hlela: 
Studies have shown that good nutrition can prevent an HIV-positive patient from developing AIDS. Secondly, our product is more than a food supplement, it has ingredients that can directly improve on the immune system which again is a cornerstone in the management of HIV / AIDS.’ Aniki Langa returns to Soweto after a hard day at work.

Narrator: 
Aniki is HIV-positive. She says regular doses of anti-retroviral drugs and Hypo-Plus supplements have given her a second chance.

Aniki Langa: 
This is my seventh year I’ve been living with the virus, and this is how I was and this the body I’ve had, you know. Only last year that my health started deteriorating and I didn’t know what was the reason. But I could feel that something is wrong. Maybe, you know, you just ask yourself, maybe you’ve reached that stage. But I tried Hypo-Plus and everything went back to normal.

Narrator: 
But there is no cure yet for over 28 million Africans living with AIDS. The people here at the Soweto Hospice are just a few of the continent’s poor, who can’t afford anti-retroviral drugs – which cost anywhere from $200 to $1,000 a month. Even if Hypo- Plus proves to be a credible treatment for AIDS, it may still be out of their reach at $30 a month.

Dr Smangaliso Hlela: 
So our next step now is to do further research – randomised clinical trials. So that we can prove that this product is more than a food supplement and immune booster, it’s really a treatment for HIV / AIDS, and secondly our next step is to make sure that we roll out this product as much as possible in the African continent.

Narrator: 
Aniki Langa doesn’t need convincing. She just wants more years with her family and friends. Meanwhile, not far away, a special group of women plead with the guardians of their people’s past – for a way to ease the pain of today.

Part 2

Sequence 1

Narrator: 
HIV and cancer patients in Australia have welcomed a decision by the New South Wales state government to consider legalizing cannabis for medicinal purposes. Under the scheme, likely to begin by the year’s end, people suffering from cancer, AIDS, multiple sclerosis and other serious illnesses would be able to register to use cannabis for pain relief.

Justin Brash: 
The legalisation would mean for me a hell of a lot less anxiety, it removes me out of a black market that I don’t wish to be in. I’m a law-abiding citizen aside from my medical use of cannabis. It would reduce the cost of my medication. Currently out of all the medications I take, cannabis is the highest cost because of the black market profit margins. Without cannabis I’m predominately house-bound, if not bed-ridden. I take strong anti-retrovirals twice a day, 12 hourly, which nauseate me for several hours at a time. This is a daily occurrence. Nausea is a constant companion. Cannabis assists greatly.

Sequence 2

Narrator: 

Cancer patients believe this move provides a much-needed relief from the intense pain of treatment.

John Aland: 

I’m completely in favour of the use of such drugs, such alternate drugs as cannabis for their medicinal use, calming patients, whatever, making things more acceptable for a patient.

D r Choong-Siew Yong: 
The effect of cannabis on something like pain is probably both psychological and also physiological, so it appears to have some direct effect on the nervous system in terms of the pain, but part of it probably is a slight feeling of well-being, so both effects are probably working in someone with pain. The question really is, is that a really strong effect? Is it a really strong pain killer? And up until now, the evidence we have so far says it’s not a very strong pain killer, it’s just one that could be used along with a lot of other ones and it will be up to the doctor and the patient to kind of pick and choose the right pain killer for them.

Narrator: 

Minors and people convicted of drug crimes in New South Wales will not get access to the programme. Legislation clearing the way for the experiment is expected to be approved by the New South Wales parliament later this year.

World English DVD 2
Sequence 1

Narrator: 
Bollywood is pinning its hope on an opulent love story, Devdas, the most expensive film ever made in the country, to rake in the money in an otherwise lacklustre year for big budget Hindi movies. The film was released last Friday across the country and was attended in Bombay by the protagonists and almost its entire production team. With its palatial mansions, grand costumes and lavish songs, Devdas is Bollywood’s most expensive film, at 400 million rupees. Sanjay Leela Bhansali, the film’s director, hopes it will help revive the sagging fortune of the industry as an ageless masterpiece.

Bhansali: 
I feel very happy that after going through so much pain and hardship, a novel such as Devdas could at last reach the audience through the film. In today’s scenario receiving good response for a serious theme is rather hard to come by. It is heartening to find that people still appreciate classical literature.

Aishwarya Rai: 
A lot has been invested … creatively, emotionally, with passion, obviously monetarily, too. A lot of troubles, pain and creativity has been invested in this film, and I guess with a fabulous audience response good cinema will get an incredible encouragement.

Sequence 2

Narrator: 
Based on a popular Indian novel and already adapted for the cinema on nine previous occasions, the movie about a man who becomes an alcoholic, haunted by his childhood love, won praise at this year’s Cannes Film Festival. It is very much in the epic tradition, lasting over three hours, although the story of a Devdas, a man unlucky in love who turns to drink, is a touch more serious than the average Bollywood drama. The story is so well-known that Devdas in Hindi has come to mean ‘unlucky in love’. But an all-star cast – which includes Shah Rukh Khan, 1994 Miss World, Aishwarya Rai, as his childhood sweetheart and Madhuri Dixit as a rich courtesan who falls for Devdas – is no guarantee the film will rake in the money as big names alone have failed to impress audiences this year.

Sequence 3

Amit Sharma: 
Shahrukh is fantastic, brilliant, magnificent. Others as well.

Shweta Malik: 
The sets, songs and dances are really up to the mark. It’s … I mean … beautiful. It’s picture-perfect.

Narrator: 
But of all the fans, no one could beat Pappu Sardar, a die-hard Madhuri Dixit fan and resident of India’s eastern Jamshedpur city. Sardar travelled 130 kilometres to the neighbouring Ranchi city, dancing amidst the crowds of people to watch the film starring his favourite actress.

Pappu Sardar: 
Madhuri Dixit has done a fabulous job in the film. She even danced wearing a 35 kilogram lehenga (long skirt) when women find it difficult lifting four kilograms.

Narrator: 
For almost a century, Bollywood has survived on a fantasy–melodrama cocktail in which heroes and heroines romance around trees, bursting into song every half hour and with groups of hip-shaking dancers. They are everywhere to be seen all over Asia and the Arab world.

World English DVD 3
Part 1

The Gulf War, the most televised conflict in history, ended here in the Basra Road. It was a war where 35,000 people died without a drop of blood apparently being shed.

Where were the bodies in the sand, the scenes of the dying that would have forced us to look into the terrible, brutal face of war?

With hundreds of TV cameras in the Gulf, where were the pictures of those new and powerful weapons?

What was really happening, away from the eye of the camera, on the battlefields of Desert Storm?

Today, the legacy of the Gulf War lingers on not just in the sick soldiers, but in the contaminated battlefields of Iraq and Kuwait. We were the first Western crew to be allowed into the Gulf battle zone since the war.

These destroyed military vehicles are covered in a fine radioactive dust that comes from shells tipped with depleted uranium – the heaviest substance known to man.

Shells tipped with depleted uranium are a new and experimental weapon used for the first time in the Gulf War. The problem with them is that the radioactive particles released when they explode remain to contaminate an area for thousands of years. These shells can slice through armour like a knife through butter. We went to look for evidence of how 300 tons of depleted uranium have contaminated the Iraqi desert. In a three-day journey that covered almost a thousand miles, we found radioactive debris scattered right across the region.

It’s easy to be complacent about war, propaganda and lies. We’ve got used to being lied to now.

‘That’s war,’ as the generals like to say.

Part 2

Sequence 1

Narrator: 
A year after Enron’s bankruptcy and the ensuing explosion of boardroom scandals, a new generation of well-paid wrongdoers is under investigation. In fact, scores of high ranking executives in the US have appeared in court recently, after being paraded humiliatingly before the media by police. Alfred Porro, a convicted white-collar criminal who is about midway through an almost six-year sentence, offers this advice.

Alfred Porro: 
Get prepared to not believe all of these articles you read about Club Med. This is not a Club Med. It is not on the other hand what some other articles say, ‘white collar guys are going to do hard time’. Well, I’m 67 years old, and I’m going to tell you what, being here isn’t so hard.

Narrator: 
For the less than 1 per cent of the prison population incarcerated for white-collar crimes, the toughest part is separation from their families.

Dave Moffat: 
The biggest thing is the adjustment of being away from their families and friends. They’re incarcerated, you know, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Narrator: 
But for those who manage to hang on to their money, prison can be a place to mark time. 

Alfred Porro: 
A guy that has ripped off millions of dollars isn’t worried about going to jail. I mean, I’ve met men in jail that have millions of dollars put aside. They are on vacation. What they are worried about is protecting that money that is sitting out there.

Narrator: 
Porro has the typical profile of a businessman gone bad: in 1999 he was convicted of 19 charges including fraud and embezzlement. At the time he and his wife lived in a 12-room house in exclusive Hazelbook Heights, New Jersey. Porro now lives in cubicle number 37, which he shares with another inmate. There’s a bunk bed, a table, a chair and a locker. The closet is a hook. Inmates may not wear shackles, but one step beyond a boundary sign means instant transfer to a higher security facility.

Alfred Porro: 
The first night in prison was horrible. You wake up in the morning and you look at the ceiling and say, ‘This isn’t true, let me close my eyes and go back to sleep’. A very humble existence. But guess what, it makes it without any problem. And, of course, the photographs are what keeps you happy, what keeps you alive. This is my wife and myself. This is the crew with the kids. When I’m feeling down, I just keep it open like that.

Narrator: 
A key lesson for those who held power in places like Wall Street, says Porro, is to forget all about that once you enter the penitentiary.

Alfred Porro: 
And these are children and grandchildren. These are my seven children and my grandchildren here. You are a nobody here. You don’t win a battle here. You don’t win by being a great orator. You don’t win by having a lot of money. You don’t win by having a lot of influence. And if you don’t wake up to that or are bitter about that, you are going to have a bad ending.

Narrator: 
As for what makes people commit white collar crimes, Porro said it is a subtle process. 

Alfred Porro: 
It happens subtly. It doesn’t happen because somebody is whispering in your ear, ‘This is bad – do it, because you are going to benefit.’ No, it happens here, you feel uncomfortable, but look at the benefits. Wow!

World English DVD 4
Sequence 1

Narrator: 
A group of Somali Bantu refugees has just completed a long flight from Africa to Utah, but their journey to learn the American way of life has just begun. They are among those chosen as part of the United States government resettlement programme. These nine refugees – two single mothers and their families – have been languishing in a makeshift camp in Kenya for a decade. The Bantus are descendants of slaves from Mozambique and other parts of southern Africa. This black minority has long been oppressed by Somalia’s majority tribes, and the country’s 1991–1992 civil war only added to their predicament. The IRC and other relief organisations assisting in resettlement are also teaching the very basics of life in the United States.

Amina Dadiri:
It was a very bad life. That life wasn’t safe and comfortable for us, also our children. They were killing us, beating us, just to loot our food, leaving nothing for us. We are very lucky to be here.

Narrator: 
Up to 13,000 Somali Bantus could eventually be resettled in the United States after they complete security and medical checks.

Edie Sidle: 
Well, our hope is successful resettlement, of course. They’ve gone through horrendous experiences and the wonderful thing about refugee resettlement is that we do help them rebuild their lives and have hopes for a better future.

Sequence 2

Narrator: 
The US originally considered this resettlement in 2000, but the September 11th terrorist attacks prompted tight new controls on immigration from the Middle East and east Africa. The Somali Bantus who come to the United States are being resettled across the country by relief organisations. The International Rescue Committee (IRC) will oversee these nine refugees’ transition to life in Salt Lake City, Utah. The IRC provides housing, food, assistance in filing immigration and social security forms, as well as English classes and job training once the refugees are established in their new homes.

Narrator: 
The refugees are given a stipend with which they must buy their food. A first trip to a cavernous American grocery store proves a major experience as consumer culture collides with refugees who have known only hardship and hunger.

Amina Dadiri: 
It was very interesting for me to have this typical grocery store in the United States. I haven’t seen this kind of grocery store. I was very happy when I went in that grocery store and saw how American life is and I’m very lucky to have come to this country for my children and for me.

Aisha Hamadi: 
When I go to school, I cannot fight with people because I will sit very well and each one can be my friend.

Narrator: 
Despite the challenges ahead, the refugees have high hopes for a brighter future.

Sitei Suleyman: 
I want my children to learn how to read and write and at the same time, remain Somali.

Narrator: 
Dominated by Mormon religion and culture, Salt Lake City is nestled among snow-capped mountains. The city played host to the 2002 Winter Olympics and prides itself on family values.
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