
Collins Big Cat, helping you to 
embed APP in the classroom
Collins Big Cat free APP resources bring all the information you  
need for reading assessment together, saving you time and money

Comprehensive APP Support to help you: 

  Collect evidence

  Make judgements

  Ensure progression 



Incorporate APP into existing strategies using Collins Big Cat’s APP support. Assessment 

Focus Matching Charts help you to cross reference the APP Assessment Focuses for  

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, Reading Recovery and NC levels.

   Collect evidence & Make judgements

Use our Running Record sheets to gather evidence and analyse children’s average rate of miscue 
when reading. Collins Big Cat includes two Running Record sheets to monitor progression 
effectively, enabling you to judge whether children can progress or if consolidation is required. They 
are also ideal for providing evidence of Assessment Focus 1, and the results enable accurate book-
matching. Useful for record keeping, they can also be used to inform parents on progress, as well as 
determining a reading strategy for each child.



 Collins Big Cat APP 
resources provide more 
examples than any  
other APP package to 
help you effectively  
judge achievement
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Assessment Examples 

Yellow/Band 3
Title and author Bullet GS 

RR
RTB

Assessment 
can children: 

Example response 
into NC level 1 

Example response 
working towards NC  

level 1 

Assessment 
focuses 

Fiction

Sam and the Big, 
Bad Cat 
Sheila Bird 

GS1

GS2

GS4

RR1 

predict information about 
characters and events 
from the front cover 

understand the key events 
of the story by walking 
through the text 

use phonic strategies and 
knowledge to read CVC 
words 

read independently using a 
variety of cues to make 
meaning 

Children describe Sam:  
He is angry, he is scary,  
he fights 

Children understand that Sam is 
hiding to avoid going to the vet 

Children read p.2, h-a-d,
b-i-g, b-a-d. They can sound out 
individual phonemes and blend to 
read

Children use phonic cues, picture 
cues, repeating sentence patterns, 
knowledge of high frequency 
words and contextual information 
to read for meaning 

Children answer questions about 
Sam

Children need support to 
understand the main events  

Children need help to identify 
each phoneme in the CVC words 

Children over-rely on one key 
strategy and need help to use the 
full range of strategies to make 
meaning 

R2

R2

R1

R1

Key  
Ideas for Guided Reading Bullet: 
GS = Getting Started; 
RR = Reading and Responding; 
RTB = Returning to the book 

APP Assessment Focus: 
R = Reading;  
SL= Speaking and Listening 
W = Writing; 

APP SUPPORT PACK

   Collect evidence & Make judgements

Our Assessment Examples demonstrate answers at two different levels, helping you to fully 
understand where a child is and where they need to be to succeed. Analyse, record and level 
reading comprehension by highlighting the Assessment Examples sheet during your reading 
sessions.

Use the ‘Ideas for guided reading’ page in the back of the book alongside  
the Assessment Examples sheet to support your judgements of children’s  
reading skills and needs for each assessment focus.
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Assessment Focus Matching Chart 

Yellow/Band 3
Title  Text type Curriculum links Learning objectives Assessment 

focuses 
Reading 
recovery 

level 

NC 
level 

Fiction 

Sam and the 
Big, Bad Cat
Sheila Bird 

A story with a 
familiar setting 

Citizenship: animals 
and us 

• Pointing while reading 
• Using a variety of cues to work out unfamiliar words 
• Blending and reading CVC words 
• Reading initial and final phonemes 
• Identifying and discussing characters and  

their actions 
• Exploring themes and characters and their actions 
• Exploring themes and characters through role-play 

R1
R1
R1
R1
R2

R2
SL3 

5 1 

The New Kite 
Julie Sykes 

A story with a 
familiar setting 

Science: Push  
and pull 

• Use awareness of character and dialogue to read 
with expression 

• Take note of punctuation to support the use of 
grammar and oral language rhythms 

• Reenact stories in a variety of ways 
• Describe incidents or tell stories from their own 

experience 

R1

R1

R2
SL3 

6 1 

Key  

APP Assessment Focus:
AF R = Reading;  
AF SL= Speaking and Listening;   
AF W = Writing

APP SUPPORT PACK

   Ensure progression

Use the evidence you have gathered from the running record sheet and the judgements 
made with the help of the Assessment Examples to determine skills that need practice 
and any areas of weakness. The Matching Chart will allow you to easily identify the next 
appropriate book by NC level, learning objective or Assessment Focus for  
personalised practice and progression.
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Yellow/Band 3
Title  Text type Curriculum links Learning objectives Assessment 

focuses 
Reading 
recovery 

level 

NC 
level 

Fiction 

Around the 
World 
James Carter 

A poem with 
predictable 
structure and 
patterned 
language 

Geography: Where in 
the world is Barnaby 
bear?; Passport to 
the world; Music: Feel 
the pulse 

• Retell stories ordering events using story language 
• Use syntax and context when reading for meaning 
• Visualise and comment on events, characters and 

ideas, making imaginative links to own experience 
• Explore the effect of patterns of language and 

repeated words and phrases 
• Read and spell phonically decodable two syllable 

and three syllable words 

R2
R1
R1

R5

R1

4/7 1 

Percy and the 
Rabbit  
Nick 
Butterworth 

A story with a 
familiar setting 

Geography: The local 
area; Citizenship: 
animals and us 

• Hearing and saying phonemes in final position  
• Using a variety of cues to predict meaning  

when reading 
• Identifying and discussing characters 
• Exploring themes and characters through role play 

R1
R1

R2
SL3 

6 1 

Rat-a-tat-tat
Michaela 
Morgan 

A rhyming 
story with a 
predictable 
and repetitive 
pattern 

Music: exploring 
sounds, including 
chants 

• Draw on grammatical awareness, to read with 
expression and intonation 

• Use a range of cues to work out unfamiliar words 
• Blend phonemes to read CVC words in rhyming and 

non-rhyming sets  
• Read on sight high frequency words 
• Explore familiar themes through improvisation and 

role-play 

R1/SL1 

R1
R1

R1
SL3 

5 1 




